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I FIND, my Lord, it is much the mode of 
the times, for any fon of humanity or hireling 
fcribbler, for a fcholar or a blockhead, to give 
his opinion unafked on the prefent popular quef- 
tions of, who is right? Who is wrong? Who is 
cuilty? Who innocent? Who is perjured? Who 
not perjured? I find, too, that a man might write 
good or evil, fenfe or nonfenfe, without the fear 
of being harraffed with praife, or expofed to cen- 

ure, merely by calling his work a ftricture or a 
cafe; this firft fhould have been owned by the 
Fel it would have done him credit: but 
whether the learned Barrifter of Lincoln’s Inn. 
be a found ftraight branch, or a rotten crooked 
limb from that tree of knowledge, he does well 


nes 


to conceal himfelf under its liberal fhelter ; and 
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alfo finding, that without previoufly obtaining a 
great man’s permiffion, it is the fafhion to dedi- 
cate one’s pamphlet to any great man one pleafes, 
picking and chufing from all the peerage a title the 
moft fuitable to one’s fubjeét; which title, difplayed 
in capital letters on the cover of a book, muft add 
rapidity to the fale, and increafe the profits of one’s 
Jabours: for all thofe the foregoing weighty rea- 
fons, being my own herald, I have the honour to 
announce to the moft noble the Marquis of Lorn, 
that I, a puiffant knight of lineage and renown, 
hearing the lamentations of diftreffed virtue and 
mutilated reputation, have in her caufe entered 
myfelf on the lift of champions; but being in 
want of a faithful {quire to fit on my armour, 
and occafionally to vouch for the honor of my 
undertaking, I humbly entreat that his Lordthip 
will condefcend to accept this office of high truft. 
Ihave three good reafons why an apology for the 
liberty of my requeft is not neceffary on the pre- 
fent occafion: befides, what I may arcue, if I 
wanted arguments, in favour of my modett free- 
dom per example of the Barrifter, my own inde- 
pendent reafons are thefe; firft, I have the honor 
of knowing and being known to the Marquis of 
Lorn, and to every part of the Duke of Argyll’s 
family; fecondly, I am in poffefion of fome 
anecdotes relative to them and to Mifs Gunning, 
which have not appeared in any prior publica- 
tion; and thirdly, f thall not only think myfelf 


entitled 
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entitled to Lord Lorn’s beft fervices, but to his 
beft thanks alfo, if in my combat with the effe- 
mies of truth I fhould have the good fortune, 
by my own fimple prowefs, to refcue the name 
of his near relation from undue and unfounded 
oblique. 


Nobody could feel more aftonifhment than I 
did at the difunion of General Gunning from his 
family, yet fome circumftances had reached me 
before the ladies left St. James’s Place, that made 
me expect fomething extraordinary would hap- 
pen; for I had been an accurate but filent ob- 
ferver many weeks preceding the final feparation, 
and yet the confequences of the myfterious ap- 
pearances that had engaged my attention, were 
much more ferious than any thing I fuppofed they 
could have produced, and no coquette ever wifh- 
ed for the deftru@ion of a rival beauty with more 
impatience than I did for the publication of Mrs. 
Gunning’s promifed letter to the Duke, your fa- 
ther. I have never vifited the mother or daugh- 
ter; I have never converfed with the former, but 
often with the latter, when I have feen her at 
Argyll houfe, as well as in other private and pub- 
lic affemblies. 


I took fome pains to procure the firft of Mrs. 
Gunning’s public letters before it had been in the 
hands of a publifher; but I confefs it did not 
B 2 anf{wer 


anfwer my expectations; it contained little, if 
any, information, and yet it fpoke the tortures 
of a mother’s heart fo feclingly, that if I had lif- 
tened’ to my paffions merely, I fhould, perhaps, 
have imagined the world may be as well fatisfied 
as I was of her perfeét innocence, as well as of 
her daughter’s, and that there would be no oc- 

cafion for the interference of a third perfon ; but 

on a fecond and cooler reading I changed. my 

opinion, anda little difpleafure mixed itfelf with 

my fentiments of humanity. She is not to be 

underftood, faid I pettifhly ; fhe leaves the affair 

wrapped in more myftery and in a more puzzling 

entanglement than ever; how is the world to 

comprehend her incomprehenfible hints to the © 
Duke of Argyll! it 1s enough for his Grace, pro- 

bably, and it is quite enough for me, but the 

world muft have more circumftantial, more ex- 

plicit information before Miftrefs or Mifs Gun~ 

ning can expect to be acquitted by the world. 


I believe I was right, when I conjectured that 
the Duke of Argyll would be. convinced by the 
force of Mrs. Gunning’s Letter, as it was not 
many days after the publication of it,.that his 
Grace paid Twenty Guineas for an Opera fub- 
{cription to accommodate Mifs Gunning for the 
remainder of the feafon; but I am not certain, 
the ticket on which, by order of the Duke of Ar- 
gyll, Mifs Gunning’s name had been engraved, 

was 
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A third time I perufed the diftr Bui parent’s 
letter, and meditated as I read; amed hed 
for keeping fo much to herfelf, and giving others 
fo little to nibble upon. Could my blaming 
her have injured her affecting caufe, yet recol- 

ection would have been Siestibe to her intereft. 
f looked back, my Lord, to former times, and 
confefled it was poffible Mrs. Gunning may have 
done well and wifely not to make the tranfac- 
tions which muft have paffed between the two 
families quite publics unlels fhe fhould find it 
neceflary to her daughter’s honour and her own 
vindication. Into no other language can I con- 
{true many of her expreffions; and if they have 
not this meaning, they have no meaning at all. 
When Mifs Gunning’s cabinet was fearched for 
letters, by the order of her father, Mrs. Gunning 
fays, all the letters found there were from his 
Grace’s own family, and which fhe tells the Duke 
fhe had fuppreffed, not in the way that I now 
rehearfe her words, but as ftrongly marked as 
woman’s energy could mark it. Are thofe let- 
ters all from female correfpondents? argued 1: 
if fo, it is ten to one their fubjeéts are’ of no 
greater importance than apologies, caps, and 
anecdotes of fafhion; therefore Mrs. Gunning 
might have marked them with lefs violence, and 
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it would have been more to the credit of her un- 
derftanding; but what fhall we fay, my Lord, 
to a woman’s wild, unconnected ramblings of 
fancy? Yet, my Lord, I fhall not accufe Mrs. 
Gunning of being fanciful, unlefs it be firft pro- 
ved there are no letters of greater confequence in 
the -collection Mrs, Gunning adverts to, than 
thofe your coufin might have received from the 
ladies of your family, or that fuch letters do not 
contain more interefting fubjects than apologies, 
caps, and anecdotes of fafhion. WARS 


There is another letter fpoken of by Mrs. 
Gunning with a little female afperity, one that 
fhe tells us fhe received on the day her daughter 
went to Ealing, whither fhe followed at a late 
hour the fame evening. JI can only colle& from 
the defcription fhe gives of her interview with 
Mifs Gunning on this occafion, that fhe left her 
uninformed as to the motive of her vifit. The 
Duke of Argyll’s kindnefs to her daughter the 
declares to have been a flat contradiction to the 
content of that letter which had fo much dif- 
turbed her ; doubts fhe certainly had entertained, 
in which the Duke feems to have been concern- 
ed, as fhe acknowledges herfelf to be fatisfied at 
finding there was no abatement in his Grace’s 
affectionate notice of Mifs Gunning, which the 
mother could never have fuppofed would have 
been the cafe, if fhe had not been threatened in 

that 
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that fame letter with the Duke’s refentment; and 
furely it requires no very deep inveftigation to 
difcover that the letter did find its way from 
Ealing Grove to St. James’s Place: but whether 
written by male or female, by one of the Duke’s 
relations, or by any perfon who might have been 
at that time a vifitor in his Grace’s family, we 
are not told by Mrs. Gunning. Now as your 
Lordfhip is connected with all the parties, it may 
be a matter worth your inquiries, to find out who 
really was the author of that letter, as Mrs. Gun- 
ning’s reflection upon it is a fort of ftigma on 
the writer, which ought to be done away, Or, at 
leaft, to be fettled on the character which has a 
claim to the cenfure it conveys; mifchief ap- 
pears to have been intended, and yet there feems 
to have been no immediate effects produced by 
the caufe. 


I do not mean to write quite fo much in the 
dark as Mrs. Gunning has done, leaving my 
readers to grope out their path, and perhaps to 
run their heads againft a poft; whilft fhe, in- 
{pired by her own light, gallops away, and her 
ungovernable feelings, like fo many wild horfes, 
run off with every diftinét idea, and fcatter them 
at fuch a diftance from each other, that if by the 
fhine of my lanthorn I can pick up but two of 
thofe ideas and unite them together, many, who 
now fet in darknefs, may fee the day as clearly 
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as I do: on the other hand, I fhall fay nothing 
to difeuft your Lordfhip, or to offend either par- 
ty who are not predifpofed to be offended with 


the advancement of truths and the inveftigations 
of reafon. In the firft clafs, namely, the ad- 
vancement of truths, with permiffion, my Lord, 
I muft be allowed to place your former appro- 
bation of the young Lady who is the fubject of 
my immediate confideration. It is not report 
that fhall be my conductor, report often mifleads 
judgement ; it was five years ago when I had firft 
the honour of feeing your Lordfhip in company 
with Mifs Gunning; I have nothing to do with 
report, unlefs my own eyes and ears are the re- 
porters. Iam not fo fortunate as Lord Lorn, 
but Iam no novice to fuch fort of tender 1m- 
preffions, as 1 defy a lover to difguife it under 
the dominion of a real paffion; time has oe 
and memory {till is, or I fhould have no right to 
decide on a fentiment fo delicate. I Raye been 
always your janet nip’s friend, but never in your 
ae dfhip’s confidence ; I am betraying no truff, 
{ am ferving you chan ene 


Having eftablifhed one fact, I fhall next en- 
deavour to demolifh what has too long paffed for 
a fact, and has not had a fmall fhare in the hu- 
riliation of a female character, that I verily be- 
hieve has no fault of its own to account for, if 
faints and angels were to-be her jurors. 


It 
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It has been whifpered, it has been fpoken i in a 
loud voice, and it has alfo been publifhed in let- 
ters, in pamphlets, and in newfpapers, that Mifs 
Gunning had cherifhed fo romantic a paffion for 
your eral fhip, as never was outdone, if it ever 
has been equalled, by any novel- reading Mifs 
from fixteen to fixty. This is the error which I 
fay has too long paffed, or been made to pafs, on 
the world as a fact, and is the firft monfter that 
mutt be conquered, and abjolutely demolithed ; 
Fame, honour, delicacy, prefent hopes, future ex- 
pectations—have they all been facrificed to fix a 
wavering attachment, or, as it has been expreffed, 
to give a {pur to expiring affection? No, my 
Lord, fuch facrifices would have been fuperflu- 
ous ; the moft learned in the f{cience of the heart 
have never forefeen any danger of that fort in the 
coldeft paroxy{m of your Lordfhip’s diforder— 
the idea, to be fure, is flattering; for had fuch 
facrifices been really made, there is not a Mar- 
quis in the kingdom but might have been flat- 
tered by oe ae he could overlook the 
want of every thing but love in the fond compo- 
fition of his rian What Marquis, Englifh 
or Scots, but muft have been tranfported to fee 
himfelf the os of fo much love 48 is difplay- 
ed in the eloquent lettets prodticed by Mrs. 
Ges in whic *h ‘the has declared fo fweetly, fo 
pathetically; fo very lady-like, t that all the apo- 
‘ ogy fhe has to plead for-her weaknefs is the ex- 
& 
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treme amiablenefs of her lover; nothing feems 
wanting to make it the completeft compofition 
that ever tickled the heart of a Marquis, but the 
authenticity of the compofer. It is of no confe- 
quence to my undertaking to find out the perfon 
who did write it; it is enough for me to know 
that Mifs Gunning can have no poffible claim to 
the honour of writing it, or even of being con- 
fulted when it was written; therefore let the reft 
of the world fcramble to catch the credit of it, I 
thal give them no interruption—whofe ever fhare 


allie 


it may fall to, let them fet it down on the cata- 
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logue of their other perfections. 


In my vindication of Mifs Gunning, I have 
confulted the feelings of your Lordfhip, and fhall 
continue to confult them. I know all that you 
would fay, could I have the honour of a private © 
converfation with you on the fubjec&t. You would 
tell me, fhe was your relation, your own dear 
Coufin, and that the very ties of confanguinity 
made you tremble for the fituation fo full of hor- 
rors into which her enemies, for what reafons you 
do not know, had moft inhumanly involved your 
near and dear relative-—Courage, my Lord, I 
hear your cemplaint, admire your honourable 
impatience under the unmerited fufferings of fo 
much innocence, fo much lovelinefs, and it fhalf 
be done for your fake as well as for her fake—it 
fhall be done; the eyes of a fleepy world fhall 

be 
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be opened to the wrongs fhe has fuftained ; the 
rod is in my hand, but I will ufe it with cau- 


tion. 


I am a plain, odd, whimfical man, indepen- 
dent of all wills but my own—TI want no man’s 
fortune, I court no-man’s intereft ; and as to la- 
dies’ {miles, they would rather burthen than pleafe 
me. I remember well enough what love was, I 
can guefs what it is, but have had nothing to do 
with the troublefome torment thefe twenty years. 
If, my Lord, for want of later experience in fuch 
matters, I fhould in my ftruggle to refcue the 
fame of your Coufin, a& the bungler, and thereby 
give a fcratch or even a wound to your Lord- 
fhip’s vanity, weigh the offence againft the occa- 
fion, and your vanity will not reproach me. I 
mean to be friendly ; I am not your enemy ; the 
the very tafk I have voluntarily entered upon is 
a proof of my friendfhip. I am the enemy of 
no man, nor would be the friend of any woman 
who I did not at leaft fuppofe worthy of my ap- 
probation and protection—I have not beftowed 
lightly either the one or the other on the lady in 
queftion—I have not contented myfelf with Mifs 
Gunning’s town character, where dancing, fing- 
ing, and a pretty nack at finding out what to do 
next, is the employment of moft young ladies. | 
I faw and talked often to her; but I would not 
truft the evidence of my own fenfes, neither 
Ca would 
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would [ faften my faith on the very exalted cha- 
racter given of her by Mrs. Gunning in her un- 
intelligible letter: mothers, particularly foolifh 
mothers, are always partial; but I forgive them, 
not having many fuch to complain of. There ts 
| nothing on earth more eafy than to fatisfy an 
honeft curiofity, when the fubject of it is not 
wrapt up like the Gunning bufinefs, in manifold 
wonders and tenfold myfteries. Young men and 
young women meet each other en paffant in the 
high road of fafhion, where all forts of fafhion- 
able people meet together ; fome racing, fome 
galloping, fome on a brifk canter, fome on a 
long trot; but one fober-faced poney, mounted 

by a fober-minded En is fuch a novelty as 

have feldom paffed by in my little excurfions up 
and down through this fame road of pleafure and 
diffipation. It was here I met Mifs Gunning, 
and my good wifhes followed her fteps; fhe nei- 
ther raced nor galloped, cantered nor trotted, 
but went fteadily along, and without feeking at- 
tention, one engaged it. Becaute I liked what { 
had feen of Mifs Gunning in London, and be- 
caufe from my foul I acquitted her of the trea- 
cherous accufations when they were firft brought 
Out again{t her, and for other reafons in which 
your Lordfhip was concerned, I had the moft 
invincible curiofity to dive as deep’ as I could 
for fuch parts of her character as did not appear 
upon the furface of her conduct, and, as I have 
obferved 
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obferved before, that nothing is more eafly than 
to fatisfy an honeft curiolity, I found no difficul- 
ty in the gratification of mine. I know well the 
places where the Gunnings have at different times 
refided, and diligently inquired what fort of fame 
Mifs Gunning had eftablifhed amoneft her coun- 
try neighbours. J did not confine my ideas to 
neighbours of rank and riches; limited virtues 
are no recommendations to my good opinions; 
thofe who limit them have no more right to my 
approbation, than a man has to my praife who is 
not quite fo wicked as he might have been. Mrs. 
Gunning had not been partial to her daughter 
and my inquifitive humour coft me more than j 
am willing to acknowledge.—I will be thy friend, 
dear girl; I will protect thee, faid I—thou feem- 
eft to have a claim on all hearts, yet not one of 
them is ftout enough to rifk a few words, or ven- 
ture a few honeft fentiments, to combat thy diffi- 
culties! At that time the ftrictures on Mrs, 
Gunning’s Letter to the Duke of Argyll, by an 
unknown writer, had not appeared in the world, 
or I would have made that one excepticn, 


Every paper that came from the prefs my ea- 
ger eyes ran over in a partial hurry, in fearch of 
that name to which I had, in my own obftinate, 
and, in the prefent cafe, immutable opinion, af- 
fixed truth, honour, delicacy, and charity, in all 
its extenfiye meanings—I found it; but, alas! 
my 
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my Lord, too often clogged by very different 
appendages than thofe I had annexed to it; and 
your Lordfhip’s title, fo unfortunately calculated 
for a pun at your injured Coufin’s expence, was 
fo very frequently ufed, that, undoubtedly, you 
muft have been afflicted beyond what fell to my 
portion.—I was a fpectator, and although inte- 
refted by compaffion and juftice to feel the infult 
offered to innocence in the perfon of Mifs Gun- 
ning, I had no additional reafon to augment my 
regrets. Mifs Gunning was not my Coufin; I 
had not looked up to her as the miftrefs of my 
fate; Mifs Gunning, my Lord, was of your 
houfe; draw no farther inference, your tortures 
mutt have been infupportabie ! 


The deceptions fo fatal to Mifs Gunning’s 
peace have brought no increafe of fatisfaction to 
Lord Lorn, and the blows levelled at her repu- 
tation have added no glory to thofe who aimed 
them: the tender epiftles of which fhe was the 
fuppofed writer, fo favourable to your Lordfhip, 
fo unfavorable to herfelf, if fhe had written them; 
let me inquire with all the wifdom of a cafuift, 
what her vifible or invifible motives could have 
been for fo doing: fhe had cherifhed a hidden 
flame, as the women call it, for your Lordfhip: 
I have nothing to argue againft this—but that 
Mifs Gunning had, many months before the pub- 
lication of thefe letters, engaged her hand, and 
of 
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of courfe her heart, to another, which may noé 
be thought a very light reafon againft their au- 
thenticity by thofe who know Mifs Gunning, and 
whofe fentiments of fincerity and delicacy are not 
perfectly difcordant to thofe of Mifs Gunning.— 
Again; it has been faid, that the hidden flame 
cherifhed by your tender-hearted Coufin was un- 
fought, undefired, and, I think I have heard, 
it was even offenfive to your Lordfhip. Obferve, 
my Lord, I give no more credit to your reputed 
indifference for Mifs Gunning, than for her par- 
tiality in your favour; a flronger negative it is 
not in my power to pronounce; I am willing to 
take up this ftrange affair, even with the very 
face that it has pleafed the world to contemplate 
with fo much joyful avidity.—Well then, Mis 
Gunning has been dying for the Marquis of 
Lorn, and the Marquis of Lorn does not care a 
crof{s-bow for Mifs Gunning ; fhe will marry him, 
he will not marry her: I think this a near copy of 
the original picture, at feaft as it was held up to 
mie by a {core of as prettty little creatures as ever 
interfered in the exhibition of another pretty little 
creature’s reputation ; to confirm the tale of dif- 
erace and the lady’s intrepidity, the imputation 
of lies is added to folly; fhe makes a confidant 
of the celebrated lady of the celebrated Captain 
Bowen, writes letters to her, wherein fhe telleth 
many hes, and thereby maketh the fimple lady 
believe, that the paffion fo troublefome to her 
tender 
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tender bofom, is equally fo to Lord Lorn, and 
that their love is entirely mutual, and that there 
was but one impediment to her felicity, viz. thé 
difapprobation of her mother, whofe partiality for 
another admirer is lamentably and gtievoufly 
complained of by the diftreffed damfel. 


When a man writes for the drama, it is thought 
convenient to fketch out, before he begins upon 
his piece, what the profeflors of the fock call 4 
fkeleton, by means of which the author ada apts 
his characters to the capacity of fuch as are to 
perform in thent; an excellent method to pre- 
vent blunders, for then he does not put his po- 
lithed hero in the hands of a player, who has 
been ufed only to parts of low cunning, or com- 
mit his man of courage to one whofe walk has 
been that of a bravo; his tender, gentle; and 
modeft heroine does not fall to her who would 
fhine as a courtefan ; and if a confidant 1s necef- 
fary to his fable, he will not beftow it on a feeble 
genius, but look out for an actrefs of fome {pi- 
rit and execution. ‘The authors of the tragedy 
that has fo lately been rehearfed on the ftage of 
the world, fhould have confidered this, their fable 
could not fucceed without fuch a fkeleton; as it 
is, the parts have been all wrong cait. Mifs 
Gunning, of all the capricious fex that I have 
the honour to recognize, no difparagement to the 
reft, is the very ftandard of her fex’s modetty ; 

true, 
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trie, her fame is defaced in the part that has 
been aéted for her, but ftands fair and correct in 
the book where it is written; why fo amiable 
and graceful a character fhould be fo deformed 
and mutilated in the reprefentation, not being 
enabled by facts to fpeak confidently, [ mean 
not to fpeak at all; for were I to dive for the 
myfteriotis motive; I have only my own furmiles 
to go by; former attachments; my Lord, brought 
in at this period of the bufinefs, would anfwer 
no end in the world. What, in the name of 
folly, did the projectors of Mifs Gunning’s ten- 
dernefs for her Coufin; the Marquis of Lorn, in- 
tend by making her fay and making her write; 
that the marriage was to be completed? Did 
they fuppofe fuch contrarieties would gain cre- 
dit out of their own feleé&t party? I with I could 
fay it had not gained admittance into other cir- 
cles; but to whom or to what is owing this good 
luck ? Not to any thing in the world but a fort 
of fentiment that has no connection with can- 
dour, the benefits of which difpofition are not 
entirely confined to themfelves. Here are two 
diftinét Mifs.Gunnings; one; a3 it has pleafed 
God to make her, fenfible, delicate, unenterpri- 
fing; the other, as it hath pleafed woman to 
make her, a defperate fool, a loving fool, and a 
fool of infinite machinations. 
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If it had been meant to make it undefftoods 
that Mifs Gunning was to become the wife of 
Lord Lorn with his own approbation, they mutt 
certainly have underftood each other, anda con- 
fidant would have been ufelefs; would fuch:a 
mother as Mrs. Gunning have refufed to com- 
plete the happinefs (even in her own perverfe 
way) of her beloved, her darling, her angel 
child ?—Nonfenfical woman! but let that pais, I 
hate to tie my humour difcompofed by an old 
female; on the ue if they would have it 
believed that the young lady was refolute and de- 
termined to marry the Ma aA acainft his incli- 
nations and without his confent, the undertaking 
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was of fo bold a nature, as requires a clearer 
explanation than any that I have met. with in 
Mrs. Bowen’s Collection of Letters, or Captain 
Bowen’s modeft Statement-of Faéts. 


IT am an inquifitive man and a man of method, 
I therefore cannot readily forgive the want of it 
in other people; why, after taking all thefe pains 
to lay out plo ots and traps for the lady, as if fhe 
had laid them out and {fet them with her own 
hands; why, I fay, were we not informed what 
would have been her next ftep? The lady was in 
purfuit of a hufband, as it has been faid. Was 
fhe to go backwards or forwards, to the right or 
to the left, or was fhe to have ftood ftock ftill, 
after having leaped the barriers of decorum? 


Feats 


f m4 


Feats of this defcription are often executed by 
others with lefs timidity than Mifs Gunning would 
meet a’refpectful glance from the eyes of an ad- 
mirer. One of thofe fort of ready-made wives was 


once my torment for 


fix months: it happened 
when I could run better than I can now; my 


nd I buried my. corpfe deep 


heard fhe had run down a 


alertnefs faved me, a 
in the country, till I 
hufband lefs able to take care of himfelf than I 


was, and my refurrection followed of courfe. 


I fay, it fhould have been determined, and it 
ought to have been manifefted, what was farther 
to be done by Mifs Gunning, had not the con- 
{fcientious confidant betrayed to more than herfelf 
the truft fhe had repofed in herfelf,; and thereby 
brought on an unearned difgrace and premature 
banifhment. Your Lordfhip can beft tell, whe- 
ther you was to have led Mifs Gunning, or if fhe 
was to have dragged your Lordfhip to the altar ; 
whether you was with prayers and tears to have 
perfuaded her to a Gretna Green trip, or whe- 
ther fhe was to have feized upon yaur perfon, 
lifted you into a chaife, and carried you there by 
force; all thefe interefting particulars fhould not, 
I fay, ‘been left undetermined: if, indeed, fhe 
had refolved, or. rather, had it been refolved for 
her, that Mifs Gunning was to have laid violent 
hands upon your Lordfhip, and upon your Lord- 
fhip’s liberty, I fhall, on that fuppofition, take 
} D3 leave 


leave to congratulate your hair-breadth efcape 
from having one wife too many; any wife muft 
be a fupernumerary, who does not happen to be 
ef a man’s own chufineg. 


| Why, my Lord, have your infidious flatterers 
deceived you? And why have you permitted 
the deception to be paffled upon the Pub- 
lic? It has been attended with dreadful confe- 
quences ; and if I do not wound your yanity, ins 
nocence may bleed itfelf to death!!! 


Of all the inventions that have been propaga- 
ted to Mifs Gunning’s difadvantage, there is not 
one of them more calculated for the deftruction 
of her fame, or more extenfive in its pernicious 
effects, than the imputation of her entertaining 
a partiality for the Marquis of Lor; fuch a 
preference in any other young and difengaged 
lady might have been efteemed a proof of good 
tafte and difcernment; but in Milfs Gunning’s 
fituation I would call it a reproach, from which 
fhe never could have been feparated.—This fup- 
pofed love, for which J authoritatively pronounce 
there was no foundation, has been the root of all 
the other evils. Let the name of Lord Lorn be 
eradicated from thofe letters firft in the poffef- 
fion of Mrs. Bowen, now in the hands of the 
Public ; let .that fingle name be extracted from 
hem, and there is an end at once of every other 
} charg 


J 
charge brought againft her; the caufe removed, 
the effects muft ceafe: if the moft unwomanly 
meannefles had been condefcended to, if fuch 
were fallowed by crimes, Lord Lorn is the per- 
fon for whofe fake they were committed ; Lord 
Lorn is the only oftenfible caufe for Mifs Gun- 
ning’s fuppofed facrifices, both on earth and in 
heaven; the very people who have written thefe 
letters, have in her name ufed no other plea for 
the extremes of duplicity and difobedience, but 
love for Lord Lorn and the amiablenefs of Lord 
Lorn, and on this one charge hangs every other 
complicated acculation: this is the poifoned root, 
and I would have it dug up, if it had {prung fron, 
the center of the earth. | 

[ have pronounced, and that authoritatively, 
my Lord, that Mifs Gunning had not any thing 
but the moft perfect good wifhes and the moft 
invincible indifference for your Lordfhip at the 
time, and I may with the fame candour declare, 
Jong before any of thefe letters might have been 
written or did make their appearance, no matter 
how I came by my authority, it is honeft and 
fterling ; if I was to go a round-about way, and 
make a round-about ftory of it, I fhould but in- 
creafe the trouble I have already occafioned to 
your Lordfhip. I never fhall be afraid of fpeak- 
ing too freely to a perfon of Lord Lorn’s liberal 
{entiments, particularly where the re-eftablifhment 
of 
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of health of body and peace of mind to the moft 
amiable woman in the world is concerned —] 
muft do juftice, but I would avoid giving offence; 
no man has admired Lord Lorn’s qualifications 
more than I have done in the performance of my 
official office; I have nothing to do with partia- 
lities, nor fhall withhold any thing I ought to 
fay for old acquaintance fake.-—-—_I do fay, and 
fay it boldly, as man fhould fpeak to man, you 
have. never for a moment fuppofed Mifs Gun- 
ning guilty of writing love letters about you. It 
was impoffible that your credulity could have beea 
impofed upon by a parcel of bombaftic nonfenfe 
and rhodomontade; there were none but fools 
and rogues that would have even feemed to be- 
lieve them the production of your Coufin. You, 
my Lord, who have known her from her earlieft 
childhood, I fhould imagine you are not the only 
perfon in the world to find out faults in the dif- 
pofitions of her mind; on the contrary, I fhould 
fuppofe you muft have witneffed fome of thefe 
traits which have fecured her fo many friends, 
and having feen them, that you, at leaft, was fe- 
cure from the influence of fo wretched, fo poor, 


been practifed againft her 


an impofition, as has 
fame, and againft her happinefs. In the multi- 
tude of her friends fhe cari find no redrefs ; they 
are not of confequence enough to ftand forth in 
oppofition to lords, ladies, and great men; they, 
poor fouls, have nothing to ftop the progrefs of 
rumour 


t 3 4 
furnour but their tears, and no language to pers 
fuade, but the rhetoric of fimple nature ; they 
would ferve her if they could, and their own fal. 
vation is not prayed for with more fervency of 
devotion, than the prefervation of their endearing 
youne friend and gentle benefaétrefs; I love 
human nature the better for their fakes. The 
power to ferve her, and the will to do it, belongs 
only to me; and I fhould have fet about it long 
before now, but a fit of rage, that was fucceeded 
by a fit of the fpleen, that was followed by a daf- 
tardly fit of a fcoundrel ague, has for more than 
fix weeks hindered me from applying the mate- 


rials ] am furnifhed with to the ufes for which I 
collected them. 


Now I fhould hope, and I did fuppofe, that 
in a Chriftian country, unlefs all. the inhabitants 
thereof were nominally only of that perfuafion, 
Milfs Gunning’s finole affidavit would not have 
been confidered quite fo light asa feather, though 
weighed againft a dozen fuch as were afterwards 
made for the occafion. Captain Bowen fwears, 
and Mrs. Bowen fwears, their man fervant hath 
‘{worn, and their maid fervant hath fworn; and I 
have taken fome pains to put the real meaning of 
‘thefe fcattered oaths together after. a new and 
compact manner—firft; John Dean, fervant to 


‘Mails Gunning, did deliver a packet and meflage 
: 


from faid Mifs Gunning to faid Mrs, Bowen’s 


maid 


i 


fae 
maid fervant, to be by her conveyed and reported 
to her faid miftrefs, on the 1ft day of February; 
1791:—fecondly; that Mifs Gunning was at 
Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings, Sunday, the 6th of 
February: — and thirdly; that fhe did then and 
there write two letters, which letters were on 
the fame day delivered to Mrs. Gunning: Thefe 
affidavits may be called the leaders to and fup- 
porters of the very circumftantial one made by 
Captain Bowen, to prove that the letter for whicli 
he had borrowed the Duke of Marlborough’s 
fignature, was written at the requeft of Milfs 
Gunning. I am ready to allow all the credit to 
the affidavits on this fide of the queftion that 
Captain Bowen himfelf can fuppofe they de- 
ferve; he doés not entertain an higher opinion 
of their truth than I do: but notwithftanding 
this declaration, I cannot, according to my no- 
tions of juftice, refufe to acknowledge; that John 
Dean, fervant to Mifs Gunning, has alfo {worn; 
that he never carried a packet or meffage to Mrs: 
Bowen in his life from or by the order of Mifs 
Gunning; that he never attended her to Mrs. 
Bowen’s lodgings, but when fhe was in the car- 
riage with her mother; aunt, or both ; and that 
he has never at any time feen her go into or come 
out of Mrs. Bowen’s lodgings. From the fame 
juft motive I cannot but take notice that Mrs. 
Gunning, Milfs Minifie, and Mifs Gunning’s two 
chairmen for that day; as well as John Dean; 
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foul of your Lordfhip, when you fee fuccef 
crowning me in the future as well as prefent 
part of my combat; when you fhall behold the 
obfcured innocence of your opprefled Coufin fo 
fully exemplified, that devils themfelves hall 
henceforth tremble if but in imagination they 
fhould form another attempt to blacken it? 


The motto on my breaftplate is fimply this, 
Truth conquers; and in all fkirmithes, tilting bouts, 
and pitched battles, it has been the a of my 
caufe, and brought me off with victory ; it was 
handed down to me through ninety-nine eenera- 
tions, and has acquired no ruft in my poffleffion. 
I confult it as my oracle, and if it ftrikes my 
breaft forcibly, I underftand the fienal and pro- 
ceed vigoroufly, though a thoufand hydra-headed 


falfehoods in the moft mo ers fhapes were the 


O 
< 
=) 
a 
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my to be encountered. ‘The prefent crufade, 
point of numbers and satin may be terrific 
a lefs guarded knight, but the breaft ftroke of 
victory throws them into mere fhadows—an in- 
jured woman is the word; and I would rather 
conquer in a caufe hke this, than fubdue the 
whole pagan world. Befides, being a knight by 
inclination, I am a philofopher by conftitution, 
and philofophy is no bad auxiliary to difeptangle 

the moft confufed enta anglement of charges that 
ever left-handed mifchief tied together; Sir 
Iq ac Newton 1, with all his family of fun, moon, 
and 


fnd ftars, would have been puzzled to undo 
them. What could make fuch a complication 
of incofififtencies, as the different reports that 
were in circulation at the fame period of time, 
and through the fame channel, that Mifs Gun- 
ning was writing love letters about Lord Lorn— 
love letters to Lord Blandford, and love letters 
from Lord Blandford ! 


The firft charge being effectually done away, 
viz. that Mifs Gunning did not burden your 
Lordthip with any part of her affeétion, as had 
been moft falfely reported, we muft therefore, 
leaving her the fole miftrefs of them, to beftow 
when and on whom fhe pleafes, next examine 
into the probability of her having played off the 
fame tricks and cunning artifices to incommode 
the Marquis of Blandford, not, perhaps, by the 
fame means, yet with the fame wicked intentions 
that had before inftigated her to harrafs your 
Lordfhip, which I am calmly furveying at a dif- 
tance, this giant of monftrous magnitude. I 
propofe to amufe myfelf with a remark or two on 
the Cafe of Mifs Gunning, impartially ftated and 
difcuffed by a Barrifter of Lincoln’s Inn, and ad- 
drefled to the Marquis of Blandford; but firft I 
mut acknowledge my obligations to this worthy 
Barrifter, being indebted to him for the hint that 
the title of Marquis on the cover of a book, and 
ftuck up ‘againft a publifher’s window in St. 

jue James’s 


rt to the pockets of 
the tafhionable paflengers ; the plan is a eood 


nd I have adopted it, but with a more 


a 
anly and honourable view then that of reaping, 


Bath advantages—the fervice this publica- 
tion of real facts may be to your Coat my 
Lord, is at the very bottom of my motive; f 
fhall be gratified to owe many purchafers to the 
honour of your Lord thi ip’s name; and I hope I 
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nothing in view but to ferve your Coufin; yet 
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€ of my book fhould anfwer my fitotine 
wines-—every purchafer, fay I, will be a reader, 
every reader will be convinced, and every con- 
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vinced reader will become the friend of truth 


who may otherwile be fighting on the fide of 


= 


ehood againft truth, and againft Mifs Gun- 


When a great man is engaged on hiftory wri- 
ting, ancient or modern, he longeth for informa- 
tion, and if by means of a private library, or pri- 
vate friend, he getteth intelligence, it rejoiceth 
his {pirit; and I fhould be glad if any kind friend 
to me or to my fubject would inform me, whether 
the 
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the opinion of this le arned Barrifter be his trae 


Ye 
eed * " } % «1 r - } a OD : t ] .c {3 a 
vesing Or HIS Chamber Opinion; tnat 1s to ayy 


whether he gives it without a fee, or whether he 


is paid for ake it; the gentleman ma ay be an 
excellent lawyer, but a bad cafuift; his head may 


be ftuffed with arguments, and his tongue hung 
round with eloquence, which for want of utter- 
ance remaineth to himfelf, era his: hearers 


and his readers continue in fcarcenefs; more- 
over, he hath robbed another to enrich his own 
labours, for are not all the ftrength of his argu- 
ments and confiftency of his ideas to be found 
in a letter from Mrs. Bowen, addreffed to her 


friend Mifs Gun ining, foon after fhe had removed 


1} 


from St. James’s Place to Pall-mall 2—Now cri- 
tics there undoubt edly are, I mean, ill-condi- 
ioned critics, who from the very worft motives 
ie world, having difcovered a gees) in the 
works of a brother writer, would exult inoly have 
held it up to public view, whereas, that I am 


y j - 4 a pen XT mist a ¥4 P) 
forced to do it is my musfortune—whenever a 


plagiary falls in my way, I compare myfelf toa 
man. curfed with the fecond. fight, who feeing a 


{pectre, iS by a fom nethir ng of fuper er atural im- 
pulfe impelled to declare it to the very perfon 


Te ee Petr A Hays aes 1. 
mow concerned in the trageay. 
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So far, fays this learned Barrifter in his Impar- 
e cafe in queftion, fo far as the 


Fo é f a} 
otatement of th 
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Leaace tiny Lateitrts Hiatal yeee Miya an if 
CpltOiai ¥Y laoricator wees, t am ready to par GOn 
and 


and forget—-Why, Mr. —— I was going t6 
blunder out thy name; I could write it, I would 
but reft it in peace, it will do thee no credit or 
me fervice; I fay, Mr. Barrifter, that your being 
fo ready to pardon and forget is very merciful; 
and a mighty gracious fentiment, but rather, in 
my unlearned opinion, more like the language 
of a lover than a lawyer; a lover I know thou 
art not, but then thou mighteft, neverthelefs, be 
the vehicle of a lover’s profeffions. And how 
dareft thou, bold Barrifter, take upon thyfelf the 
office of Heaven, and difpenfe pardon, when, if 
the offences of which thou accufeft Mifs Gun- 
ning were founded in truth, the crime, at leaft 
to man, would in its own nature be unpardona- 
ble—-My friend, my friend, thou haft lighted thy 
lamp of mercy at the flame that f{treams from the 
pen of Mrs. Bowen. 


I am ready, fays this fame Barrifter, addreffing 
himfelf to the Marquis of Blandford, I am ready 
to pardon and forget the epiftolary fabricator, not 
doubting but fimilar contrivances are daily for- 
med and carried into execution amongft people 
of rank, and perhaps for the fame purpofe, to 
create a pleafing topic of converfation amongft 
the circle of the propagator’s acquaintance, in 
which fhe figures as the happy heroine.—If£ 
peop! e of rank fhould happen to be of the fame 
mind with me, thou wilt never have a brief from 

one 
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one of them to thy dying day.—The Barrifter 
goes on; let every one, my Lord, appeal to his 
own experience; let every one afk his own bo- 
fom, if he has not known many inftances of the 
kind, which have been circulated for the mo- 
ment, and on which they have courted and re. 
ceived the congratulations of the public, though 
the lady, whofe imagination gave birth to the 
tale, well knows there was no foundation for it, 
and only fought the enjoyment of temporary fe- 
licitation, 


Might not the word memory have been ap- 
plied to the excellent Barrifter in his reference 
to the noble Marquis, as fitly as the word bofom? 
The latter expreflion had nearly led me into the 
error of fuppofing he meant to bring the fame 
imputation againft Lord Blandford, that he was 
alfo labouring to fix on MifS Gunning, but hap- 
pily the term lady, that follows foon after, puts 
his meaning out of difpute, 


There then is a direct charge brought againtt 
Mifs Gunning, of forming and carrying into exe- 
cution a plan to make it be believed in the circle 
of fafhion, that fhe had engaged the affections, 
and was the deftined wife of the Marquis of 
Blandford, which flattering ideas had originated 
in her own imagination, and been propagated by 
the foree and machinations of her own vanity, 
: withoue 
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and fome fay anxioufly, for the arrival of Lord 
Blandford in town, to make his Lordfhip the 
mafter ef her deftiny ? Had the firft error. been 
fuffered to remain, how was any other difficulty 
to be done away? It is my method to fpeak to 
the point: I may run the rifk of offending your 
Lordfhip, and, perhaps, of difpleafing Lord 
Blandford, by my plain dealing, but I am in- 
juring no man; I am only defending a defence- 
lefs woman: I will not retract from any thing I 
have advanced, but fhal! hold myfelf anfwerable 
for the confequences, if the freedom of my ap- 
plications, which are moft honeftly intended, 
fhould be mifconftrued, or unfavorably received 
by both or either of the noble Marquifies, 


The accufations brought againft Mifs Gun- 
ning, hitherto much to the difadvantage of her 
intereft, have appeared in one confufed heap, and 
fo huddled together, that it has coft me no little 
trouble to feparate-them; and now that I have 
I have got the better of this difficulty, I fhall 
take them up fingly, as announced by my me- 
mory, for examination and for confutation, 


The firt printed letter, called a forgery of Mifs 
Gunning’s, confifting of two lines, and to which 
the Duke of Marlborough’s name 1s affixed, be- 


ine without a meaning, | fhall not attempt to. 
give it one, but confign it over to oblivion, for 


F 1} the 


Ey 
the fake of the writer, be it whom it may; that 
it was not the production of your Coufin, my 
Lord, is fully eftablifhed by the evidence of eight 
affidavits, and none of them fubjected to fufpi- 
cion, from there not being one doubtful charac- 
ter amongit the atteftors, to difgrace the body 
C pueenyelys 


The next letter,” which is alfo called a forgery 
of Mifs Gunning’s, and publifhed as fuch, car- 
ries likewife the fignature of his Grace the Duke 
of Marlborough, and is addrefled to General 
Gunning, both its purport and the confequences 
by which it has been attended, makes it not only 
worthy examination, but demands a ferious {cru- 
tiny; I fhall not here burden my readers with the 
republication of this curioufly conftructed letter, 
becaufe it may be found in Captain Bowen’s 
Statement of Facts, ratified by his own affidavit ; 

o doubt this letter will fix an everlafting ftigma 
on fomebody or other, and whoever. wrote it, 
may it fall on the head of the writer.—Mrs. Gun- 
ee in her letter to the Duke of Argyll, is 
nore comprehenfible on a a is particular fubject, 
ii fhe is generally underftood to be, or elfe it 
is Owing to my own inquifie ive genius, that | am 
willing to allow her this credit; for having my- 
felf acquired fome leading circumftances, ils 
me fuppofe 1 underftand her meaning, which, 
but from my own private knowledge, would be 
as 
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4s myfterious to me, as it has been to the reit o 
the inquiring multitude; the authentic anecdotes 
in my poffeffion fhall in good time be difplayed, 
that others may underftand Mrs. Gunning’s me- 
morandum of the 3d of February as well as I 
do; the more my anecdotes are confidered and 
canvafied, the more their truths will be made. 
vifible, and the deeper they will carry convic- 
tion. 


¢ 
[ 


Mrs. Gunning fays her hufband fends off a 
letter to Blenheim, which he had written in his 
dreffing-room, and not fhewn the contents of it 
to any part of his family; by affidavit of Wil- 
liam Pearce, groom to General Gunning, we are 
informed, that the letter written by his matter, 
was taken up by Mifs Gunning, together with 
other papers, (I conclude he means the Narra- 
tive, which will be fpoken of in its proper place) 
and that the letter produced and fworn to by 
Captain Bowen, as written by himfelf at the re- 
quett of Mifs Gunning, was fubftituted in the 
place of thofe papers he had before received from 
the hands of the father, and given up at the in- 
treaties of the daughter, for the moft fraudulent 
purpofes > the affidavit goes on to fhew us, that 
William Pearce was ordered by Hannah Hales, 
fervant to Mifs Gunning, to attend in her 
lady’s chamber ; that he obeyed the command, 


and was corrupted to give up one letter and take 
F2 another : 


36 J 
another: an honeft fervant is a treafure, and 
though the groom dit depart from his duty, he 
makes us underftand it was with much perfua- 
fion on the part of Mifs Gunning and a very des 
cent refiftance of his own, 


Having abftraéted what is neceflary to my 
purpofe from the wonderful affidavit of William 
Pearce, groom to General Gunning, I cannot 
but again obferve, that the lady’s own folemn at- 
teftation, the date of which is even prior to that 
of the groom’s, had invalidated the latter, and 
fixed the moft wavering opinions; but when I 
have put the fame queftion to thofe who do not 
with Mils Gunning quite fo well as I do, it has 
been anfwered, why, to be fure, there is fome 
fhew of reafon in your remark, but then there 
are fo many affidavits to confirm her guilt, and 
only her own to fupport her innocence, that, 
my word, though I grieve to fee one of 
my fex degraded, it is impoMfible not to credit 
the evidences of fo many; and a gentleman whofe 
name, on inquiry, RAEN on to be Campbell, on 
my laying fomething like it in a certain affem- 
bly, of which he happens to be a member, ob- 
fore with admirable liberality of fentiment, that 

a young lady may be lupp ofed readily enough to 
mace a facrifice of future profpedts to the pre- 

fent gratification of her love and vanity ; at this 


time 
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timie the counter affidavits had not made their 
appearance, 


Thofe counter affidavits have fince been pub- 
lifhed, and no public juftice has yet been done 
to Mifs Gunning’s character; now it is my fage 
opinion, that if a lady lofes her fame by procla- 
mation, it is not fair that it fhould be reftored to 
her in a whifper, which I find many are inclined 
to do; but I hope to convince your Lordthip 
and the world that I am not one of the many. 


What becomes of the groom’s affidavit when 
oppoted to thofe of Mifs Gunning’s two fervants, 
H{annah Hales and John Dean; the firft in dire@ 
terms fully and unequivocally denies that the has 
ever Carried any meflage from her miftrefs to 
William Pearce the groom. How then could 
fhe order him to Mifs Gunning’s apartment on 
the morning he was fent by his mafter to Blen- 
heim, or afterwards go from her miftrefs to him 
with the offer of a bribe, viz. twenty pounds a 
year for life if he, the deponent, would take his 
oath that he had not delivered the papers that | : 
had been delivered to him by General -Gunning | 
to Milfs Gunning. The enemies of that lady . 
have faid in oppofition to her own oath being 
valid, that fear, fhame, and love may have been 
the caufe of fuch an aé& of defperation—but is 
there fear, fhame, or love to be argued as a 
caufe 


éauife why Hannah Hales fhould forfeit her claims 
to Heaven by taking a part in the peryuries of her 
miftrefs: this young woman’s oath I recommend 
to the fame critical examination of others, that I 
have beftowed upon it myfelf, and they will be 
as much convinced as I am, that it is not made 
up to ferve a difgraceful purpofe, but a volun- 
tary, honeft declaration in the fupport of truth ; 
the affidavit of Mifs Gunning’s footman, John 
Dean, is as ftrongly and circumftantially marked 
to carry with it the fame upright motive. 


Hannah Hales, by her own account, hath lived 
with General Gunning’s daughter many years, 
being appointed to attend on her when fhe was 
2 child; and where is there to be found another 
fuch inftance, as a chamber-maid’s oath on re- 
cord, who having lived with a young lady, and 
a handfome young lady, from the age of infancy. 
to that of maturity, in all that time has never 
been employed to carry a tender billet, or char- 
ged with the delivery of a confidential meflage? 
fuch an inftance is honourable to the lady’s cha- 
racter, and creditable to that of her fille de 
chambre, 


I have feen Hannah Hales more than once at 
Argyll houfe, and if appearances are to be truft- 
ed, I thould judge, from the comelinefs of her 
figure and the youthfulnefs of her countenance, 


that 
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that fhe muft have entered very young into the 
fervice of Mrs. Gunning; and though I may not 
altogether approve of that lady’s confufed, agi- 
tated letter to the Duke of Argyll, yet in that 
fhe fhews us enough of her heart to form a rea- 
fonable conjecture, that the muft have been par- 
ticularly cautious concerning the principles and 
morals of any woman fhe fhould place about the 
perfon of a child fo amiable, fo beloved, and on 
the culture of whofe mind it is fully evident the 
fond mother had beftowed unremitting diligence. 
{ have not now the honour of addreffing my ob- 
fervations to the Marquis of Lorn, but to fuch 
of my readers who are lefs acquainted than his 
Lordthip can poffibly be with the propriety of 
Mrs. Gunninge’s maternal chara¢ter ; and by 
which they will find it eafy to form a judgement 
how much to credit, without offence to the 
moft tender confcience, may be allowed to the 
validity of Hannah Hales’s counter affidavit, 


William Pearce, groom to General Gunning, 
hath alfo fworn, that Mifs Gunning, being in her 
father’s carriage, and attended by her fervant, 
John Dean, overtook the faid deponent in Picca- 
dilly, and that fhe called him to the carriage, 
and faid tohim, You muft ftand to it, and if you 
are called upon, you mutt fay you will take your 
oath of it, or ufed words to that or the like ef- 
fect: he then adds, what he underftood to be 
Mis 
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Mifs Gunnine’s meaning by ufine thefe words 
tas) oD oS 3 


and continueth his depofition after the manner 
following: That the faid John Dean mentioned 


to him the faid deponent after he came home, 
that he had heard what Mifs Gunning faid to 
him this deponent-from the carriage, and that 
the faid John Dean told this deponent, that he, 
John, had afterwards ftopped the carriage, and 
fpoke to Mifs Gunning about the matter: That 
the faid John Dean told this deponent, that he, 
John, might be brought into as great premunire 
as this deponent; that he expected and looked 
for it: That this deponent underftands John to 
have meant fomething about a note which Mifs 


Gunning had fent by John to Mrs. Bowen. 


I have already had occafion to refer to the 
counter affidavit of John Dean, to prove that he 
never had, on any occafion, delivered note. or 
Jetter from Mifs Gunning to Mrs. Bowen, and | 
now take it up again to prove, under the fame 
authority of an oath, that John Dean declareth, 
that he never fpoke to faid William Pearce, the 
groom, about any thing concerning Miis Gun- 
ning in hrs life.—L.et a man’s character be good 
or bad, it is a maxim of mine not to meddle 
with it before — have better ground to ftand 
upon than the report of others, who, perhaps, 
know no more of the matter than I do; he wha 
praites, becaufe many have praifed, may over da 

the 
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the thing, and is not far from being a fkipken- 


nel; but he who fuffers his judgment to be mif- 


> 
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led, fo that when an honeft man paffes by, he 


calls out, there goes a knave, is not much be- 
hind hand with a liar of the worft defcription. I 
have inquired into the character of John Dean, 
and John Dean paffés for an honef 
one bad aétion, that I can hear of, to contradict 


his good name, 


I recommend to your Lordfhip, and to every 
reader individually, to run over William Pearce 
the groom’s affidavit, as publifhed by Captain 
Bowen in his Statement of Faéts, and William 
Pearce the groom’s affidavit, as publifhed by the 
Barrifter in the cafe of Mifs Gunning, addreffed 
to the Marquis of Blandford.—_From the former 
I have made one abftraét, to fhew what a capital 
fhare John Dean was given in the deceptions of 
Mifs Gunning, by Captain Bowen’s copy of the 
groom’s affidavit, fent into the world before the 
publication of a counter one made by John Dean, 
as I now fhall proceed to do from the Barrifter’s 
affidavit made by the faid groom, and. publifhed 
fince a counter one, made by John Dean, hath 
been printed in the newfpapers, to fhew alfo, that 
though John Dean’s name is of much confequence 
againtt his lady in the firft, it has very wifely been 
omitted in the fecond, the groom’s evidence by 
no means according with the evidence of John 
G Dean 
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Dean himfelf; therefore I obferve, that the name 
of John Dean is wifely omitted after the error 
was difcovered, as it will certainly fave a world of 
guefling and confufion. Both copies, by the fe. 
veral gentlemen, are handed to their readers, as 
authenticated by John Ord, at his houfe in Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, &c. The abftra@t from that 
given us by Captain Bawen is already before my 
readers ; here then follows an extra from the 
groom’s affidavit, as given by the Barrifter upon 
the fubjec&t of Mifs Gunning’s {topping him, the 
{aid groom, in Piccadilly, the day before his 
mafter found it out; that is, before his matter 
had difcovered that this deponent had not been at 
the Duke of Marlborough’s. Mifs Gunning over- 
took the faid deponent in Piccadilly, in her fa- 
ther’s carriage, and faid to him, You mutt ftand 
to it; and, if called upon, you muft fay you will 
take your oath of it; or ufed words to that or 
the like effect, &c. &c.—The only difference 
between the two copies of the fame affidavit, as 
prefented to us by Captain Bowen and the Bar- 
rifter, being merely, that the latter has forgot to 
mention by whom Mifs Gunning was attended, 
or whether fhe was attended at all, when fhe 
{topped the groom in Piccadilly, and that the 
name of John Dean is obliterated. It will be 
needlefs to trouble your Lordthip, my other rea- 
ders, or myfelf, with any more of the bufinefs, 
as 
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as there can poffibly exift but one idea on the oc- 
Cafion. 


It is worfe than an Herculean labour, in a mat- 
ter fo full of myfteries, and fo over-burdened 
with charges, to divide them from each other, 
and clear away the rubbifh that incumbers them. 
Could I fairly and candidly have produced the 
evidences on the lady’s fide of the queftion, with- 
out confronting them with thofe of her adverfa- 

I fhould have been {pared a world of trou- 
ble; but the thing was a San ay My tafk 
is laborious, but the end honourable; and I ex- 
pect the approbation of all He fons and daugh- 
ters of humanity, for pani in a true light the 
character of a refpectable young female, whofe 
ereatelt fault is makir ng {tronger impreffions on 
the hearts of mankind than they chufe fhould be 
made, or than they chufe to confefs. Above all 
others, I expect to be honoure ie with the thanks of 
Lord Lorn, though they fhould only be iffued in 
Glent ejaculations, and never reach the edrs of his 


Coulin’s champion 


Broken oasis tp Sales i Abt = UCAS a eiasiead Net: Meneame. eee 
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of my fubyect for difcuffion and illuftration. The 


firft article that has a 
fion, is a declaration affixed by Captain Bowen, 


as an appendage to his own and Mrs. Bowen’s 


demand on my confidera- 


mr if Sel eS ie MG e ioe als an 
afadavit. .* This and the following affidavit 
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nee aa 
(fays he) “* were made by Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, 
« not for the purpofe of being produced in evi- 
« dences in their own caufe; but to contribute, 
«< with others, to undeceive Mrs. Gunning.” If 
I do not very much mifconceive the gentleman’s 
meaning, Mrs. Gunning is, by this article, en- 
tirely cleared from having any hand in the fup- 
pofitious intrigues, and not only that, but to have 

been herfelf a deceived perfon; and yet it 1s very 
well known, that eth the ladies were on the 
Continent, it was agitated in a certain affembly of 
friends,: I do not ry the friends of Mifs Gun- 
ning, to expunge all the crimes that had been 
alledged againft the young lady from her charac- 
ter’ ant 1 Gx them on the mother. It was unluc- 
kily not in favour of are a aa that the 
old lady left an atteftation behind her, which has 
fince been p ee and is not the atteftation of 
Mrs. Gunning equal, at leaft, to the atteftation of 


1 
Capt. Bowen‘and Mrs. Bowen? If not, ftrengthen 
it with that of Mifs Minifie, aunt to Mifs Gun- 
ning, who, though an old maid, being myfelf.a 
bachelor, I am willing to believe may, notwith- 


ftanding, be a very good fort of woman. 


Wherever I fee occafion for giving praife, 
there is no man alive more ready to give it than 
Iam. Tell me my enemy has done well, or 
a€ted bravely, and I will proclaim it to the world; 
not perhaps with enthufiaftical, bombaftical ex- 

ageeration, 
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would reprefent t it to others exactly as 1t appeared 
to me. I am juft going to fport a few compil- 


ments, but will lay them on moft delicately ; be- 
ing informed that one of the parties, who mult 
be concerned in them, has a foul compofed of 
fuch nice fenfibilities, that fo far from encoun- 
tering dangers in purfuit of fame, the moft mo- 
deft notice a man can take of his merit, he has 
declared to be offenfive to his feelings. 


In Captain and Mrs. Bowen’s refpect for Mrs. 
Gunning’s character, there is much of difcern- 
ment; in confeffing it, much of generofity, and 
who fhall fay there is not? In their anxiety for her 
peace of mind, much of the milk of humanity ; 
above all, even beyond philanthropy, is, thay are 
dency of pains-taking diligence, with v vhich ey 
fat about opening the eyes of th 
Mother. By what name fhall I call t 
fentiment, fo much furpaffing every other, that 
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could make them forget the cauie of reientment 
| eS = fr A i 1 =i 4 QI ee eS 5 ~ ry to 
they had againft fuch wicked, ituboorn, ungrate- 
ful Jadies ; forgetting their own dimiculties, Cot id 
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for the purpofe of undeceiving Mrs. Gunnine 


+7 te 


why were not thofe very letters, written, as they 


writing of Miis Gunning, been conveyed to the 
fight of Mrs. Gunning, rather than fend her co- 
pies of them, written by themfelves for the occa- 
fion? By taking this ftraight road they migh 
feafonably have hoped, that what had fatisfied 
one parent would have had fome effe& on the 
other. Befides, does not the affidavit of Captain 
Bowen inform us, that to the name of General 
Gunning is added the Duke of Argyll’s, Lord 
Frederick Campbell, the Right Honourable Ge- 
neral Conway, and Andrew Stuart, Eig. all 
equally fatisfied? So many great, wife, and ho- 
nourable men, and all fatisfied! Had fiuch ori- 
ginal letters been produced, though but an hum- 
ble imitation, why might not Mrs. Gunning have 
been fatisfied alfo? Why not make the trial at 
leaft? It would have looked right and feemly to 
have fhewn her the very hand-writing of her 
daughter, exhibited in thefe letters. Such let- 
ters may have been written I do not difpute, and 
perhaps by a lady; but not by Mifs Gunning. 
What may pafs unobferved by fome, it would be 
dangerous to place under the infpeétion of others. 
Mrs. Gunning has given us a right to fuppofe fhe 
is a‘lady of uncommon and accurate obfervation ; 
and who would by choice expofe their works to 
the feverity. of fuch a female critic, where the 
{malleft 
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fmalleft flaw in the performance would not have 
been overlooked? I will examine no farther into 
the guilty fubject, for the innocent fufferer’s fake. 


I gave warning on the title-page of my book, 
and I believe I have faid it fomewhere elfe in the 
book itfelf, that I fhall enrich my undertaking 
with a few circumftances never before publifhed, 
and will faithfully make good my engagement, 
having in my poffeffion certain and indubitable 
matters of fact, very much calculated for the in- 
ftru@tion and information of all docile or well- 
meaning inquirers. How I came by them is not 
to the purpofe; they were obtained t with honour, 
and fhall be difpenfed with truth. Spunk, Dath, 
and the like; might wantonly throw away fuch 
materials in fquibs and crackers, to defame a 
young woman; but I thall ufe them with addrefs, 


to defend her fame, 


The abfolute confutation of the whole charges 
brought againft Mifs Gunning, of having any 
thing to do in the myftery of letter- writing and 
forgery, being eftablithe ed upon record, both in 
heaven and upon earth, I fhould have done with 
that part of the bufinefs, but for a remark or 
two, that ftruck me forcibly on reading Captain 
Bowen’s Statement of Faéts.—The letter which he 
fays was fent by the lady for him to copy, he alfo 
fays, was brought to his houfe on the firft day of 


February. 
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February. General Gunning did not write this 
fetter to the Duke of Marlborough: till the 3d 
of February, juft two days-after the copy of the 
intended anfwer to that very letter was fuppofed 
to be prepared by Mifs Gunning, and by her fent 
to Captain Bowen. The ftrange part of the ftory 
is, that the anfwer firft written, and the letter 
written two days after, fhould be as correct and 
confiftent in point of application from General 
Gunning to the Duke of Marlborough, and in 
reply from the Duke of Matlborough to General 
Gunning, as if Captain Bowen had been writing 
the anfwer, with General Gunning’s letter to the 
Duke of Marlborough lying before him. 


I give Captain Bowen credit for {fpying out the 
two erafures; there is a great deal of clevernefs 
in the difcovery, and a great deal of néatnef$ in 
the idea of expofing it to the view of others. 
Man can only anfwer for his defigns, but not for 
the fuccefs of them; which I fuppofe to have 
been one of my friend Shakefpeare’s conceits, 
when he tells us there is a divinity that fhapes our 
ends, rough-hew them how we will. 

General Gunning’s motive for writing to the 
Duke of Marlborough on the 3d of February, 
muft have been a very fingular one, and feems to 
be another of thofe ftrange inconfiftencies for 
which no man but himfelf can account.—He in- 

H quires 


f ge v 
quires of his Grace, if he, or the Duchefs of 
Marlborough, or Lord Blandford, ever gave his 
daughter reafon to think a marriage was once in- 
tended? Which queftions, being a little in the fe- 
cret, appear to me rather fomething more than 
unneceflary, General Gunning, but a few days 
before, having had an interview with Lord Bland- 
ford himfelf at Crit’s Hill, where his Lordfhip 
refided at that time, in the family of Mr. Sturt. 
‘Whatever was the event of the interview, it may 
rationally he concluded, the noble Marquis did not 
leave General Gunning in that total ignorance of 
the fentiments he entertained for his daughter, as 
would warrant, and that immediately afterwards, 
an application on the fame fubjeé to the Duke 
his father. .And here I muft alfo inform. the 
Marquis of Lorn and my other readers, as I 
cannot find a place better adapted to introduce 
my intelligence, that the letter fhewn to Mifs 
Gunning by the Duke of Argyll, on the sth of 
February, at Argyll Houfe, and brought the pre- 
ceding evening by the groom, as he faid, from 
Blenheim, was not the letter which has been pub- 
lifhed by Captain Bowen, in his book called a 
Statement of Facts; it muft have undergone con- 
fiderable alterations before it went to the prefs. 
The letter his Grace fhewed Mifs Gunning, as 
being a letter from the Duke of Marlborough, 
was in many refpects effentially different. It is 
allowed that the firft part, containing the praifes 
of 


of Mifs Gunning, with his own and the Duchefs’s 
attachment to her, was exa¢tly the fame in ma- 
nufcript as it is in its printed form; but the dif- 
ference commences after all thefe exceptions of 
their Graces kindnefs towards Mifs Gunning. In 
the letter fhe was permitted to fee, there was no 
declaration at that time exhibited, to damp the 
pleafure fhe muft have felt on receiving fo warm 
a proof of their Graces approbation; there was 
no object ftarted that could prevent her being re- 
ceived into the Duke of Marlborough’s family; 
fhe was not mortified with the information of be- 
ing deferted. No, my Lord, I give you my 
word of honour there was not a fingle fyllable of 
Lord Blandford’s infidelity, in the letter fhewn to 
Mifs Gunning on the sth day of February laft 
by the Duke of Argyll, at Argyll Houfe, as be- 
ing a letter from the Duke of Marlborough, ad- 
dreffed to her father, General Gunning. I fpeak 
boldly, my Lord, and with certainty. Thofe 
who would preferve a fecret fhould confine it to 
two, a third may betray; and amongft many 
there may be one heart not entirely callous to the 
calls of compaffion. 


Had the Duke of Marlborough’s fuppofed 
letter been fhewn to the young lady in its printed 
{tate, in which fhe is informed, Lord Blandford 
has no thoughts of completing his engagements 
to her, Mifs Gunning’s own expreffion, that fhe 
H2 felt 


felt herfelf honoured and grateful, in her affida- 
vit, after fhe had feen the manufcript, and be- 
fore fhe could have feen the publifhed forged let- 
ter, would be altogether unaccountable. Mrs. 
Gunning muft have been mad, her daughter dif- 
tracted, the Duke of Argyll deranged, and the 
oN whole race a little difordered, to exprefs fo much 
joy as | know was exprefied on the occafion, if 
this letter had been the meflenger of a breaking- 
off inftead of a coming-on, The General’s early 
vifit to the apartment of his daughter, to congra- 
tulate her on the charming letter, before he car- 
ried her to Argyll Houfe, proves the truth of my 
information beyond all poffibility of doubt or 
contradiction. General Gunning could have found 
no pretence in Lord Blandford’s infidelity to con- 
eratulate his daughter, It is fomewhat ftrange 
that Mifs Gunning fhould be fhewn the pretended 
letter from his Grace of -Marlborough in one 
form, and the public in another; yet I can fup- 
pofe there was much of propriety in the alterations 
that were made after fhe had feen it. For as.it was 
convenient to fay fhe was the author of it, and for 
which a train of other letters had been prepared, 
to fhew with what defign fhe had written it, that 
of difengaging herfelf from Lord Blandford in 
favour of your Lordhhip, if a fort of refignation 
of Lord Blandford’s addreffes, on the part of his 
family, had not been made to appear on the face 
of the forged letter, before it was ufhered inta 
the 
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the public circles, what other reafon could have 


been advanced fufficiently oftenfible for her hav- 
ing committed the action? 


It is but a fhort ftory, and I will give ita place 
in this very page. Some weeks ago I found my- 
felf at a private party in the neighbourhood of St, 
James’s, where the converfation, as ufual, was cons 
fined to the popular fubject; and not male or female 
prefent but had fome new anecdote, rather calcu- 
lated to puzzle than explain the wonderful Gun- 
ning Myftery.—I know it to be true, fays a lady 
(who is the mother of fome pretty enough daugh- 
ters fully marriageable) that Mifs Gunning has 
wrote a hundred love-letters to the Marquis of 
Blandford, and bribed’ all the Duke of Argyll’s 
fervants to carry them exprefs—And always an- 
{wered them herfelf, fays a pert feventeener, to 
my certain knowledge.—Well, it is a thocking 

thing people fhould be fo wicked, {queaks an old 
weather-beaten widow of fifty, who I thought 
feemed to caft bewitching eyes upon me, with 
no marks of difapprobation; what a confufion has 
this girl made! I hope fhe’ll never come back 
from France.. I’m fure it were better that the 
whole race of them were thipwrecked, or con- 
fined in a nunnery, than keep fo many of the 3 
very firft people of fafhion in atumult. There’s 

the poor dear Duke of Marlborough’s family, 
and there’s that charming Marquis of Lorn look- 


ing 


ing like a ghoft, and there’s the handfome and 
amiable Marquis of Blandford, God knows where; 
I am fure my heart feels for the trouble fhe has 
brought upon them all by her arts and her for- 
geries.—But, faidI coldly, is it then fo very certain 
that Mifs Gunning has been guilty of arts and 
forgeries? As I ended my fhort queftion a Camp- 
bell was announced, who had caught it in the mo- 
ment of his entrance.—Undoubtedly, faid he, I 
fuppofe you are talking of Mifs Gunning ; I can 
give you an inftance of her forgery in my own 
perfon. I am a relation of the Argyll family, 
and one day as I was fitting in the anti-room at 
Argyll Houfe, waiting for the Duke to come out 
of his apartment, Mifs Gunning came in, and 
defired me to copy one of thofe letters for her, as 
fhe has fince done by Captain Bowen. Not 
Knowing how to refufe a lady, I complied with 
her requeft ; and this very letter fhe afterwards 
palmed upon the Duke of Argyll. I faw it by 
accident in his Grace’s hand, and challenged it 
as my own writing, and the murder came out. 
Murder, with a vengeance! muttered I, as I 
turned from the affaffin, and quitted the room. 
As I have no pretenfions, or ever had any, that 
fhould warrant the hazard of kill or be killed, to 
diftinguifh myfelf as the hero of Mifs Gunning ; 
and a cane being fo unneceffary in a lady’s draw- 
ing room, that I had left mine at home, the Camp- 
bell efcaped in a whole fkin. If your Lordfhip were 
ta 
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to lay your fwitch gently over his fhoulders, I 
think it would not be amifs. 


After General Gunnine’s vifit to Lord Bland- 
ford at Crit’s Hill, and immediately on his re- 
turn from thence, Mifs Gunning was informed 
by her father, that his Lordfhip’s intended union 
with her was at an end, and at the fame time fhe 
received his orders to declare it in the moft pub- 
lic manner.—I advance no information but what 
I can fupport, and I will fupport it to any real 
friend of Mifs Gunning, who only can have a 
right to my confidence and farther explanation.— 
Many with whom I am in habits of intimacy faw 
and talk’d with General Gunning when he came 
back from Crit’s Hill, and formed an opinion, 
founded in the joy and hilarity of his appear- 
ance, that his interview with Lord Blandford, 
which, like other fecrets, had made its way in a 
whifper over half the town, had fucceeded beyond 
his hopes, and that the efpoufals of his daughter 
with that nobleman was fuddenly to take place ; 
but the very next day it was afferted, that the 
match was entirely broken off, and that Mifs 
Gunning had been ordered to declare it fo on 
his authority ; whether the lady did or did not 
obey his commands, is beft known to herfelf: 
but I know fuch commands were by him iffued 
out; and it did fo happen, that the report cir- 
culated; by fome it was believed, others doubt- 
ed, 
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ed, and many there were, of which laft numbe? 
I reckon myfelf, who gave it no credit at all. 


Reports and appearances fo totally contradic- 
tory to each other, firft engaged my curiofity; I 
became an active, but curious inquirer; I was 
fuccefsful in my refearches, and was interefted by 
a better motive than curiofity to perfift in my 
inquiries. I had feen and heard enough to fur- 
mife there was no good intended to the young 
lady in queftion, and my curiofity became fenti- 
ment, that fort of fentiment without which I 
would hardly call myfelf a man, much lefs a man 
of honour. 


Within a very few days after General Gun- 
ning had feen Lord Blandford at Crit’s Hill, and 
had declared the whole affair to be off between 
his daughter and her noble lover, the Duke of 
Argyll arrived in town from his villa at Ealing ; 
but whether your Lordfhip attended his Grace, 
or any other part of his family came with him on 
this occafion, I have not to that point authentic 
information, and no other will I venture to make 
the groundwork of my labours: a fucceffion of 
meetings took place at Argyll Houfe, Lord Fre- 
derick Campbell, his Grace’s brother, the Right 
Hon. General Conway, his Grace’s brother-in- 
law, and Mr. Andrew Stuart, his Grace’s friend, 
whofe talents for literature I do not expect to 
excel, 
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excel, but for a fhare of that fuccefs which has 
crowned his endeavours, I hope to be a fortunate 
candidate; I do not know if any other names of 
confequence were enrolled at thefe meetings at 
Argyll Houfe; but the fecrets of thefe meetings 
were not confined to themfelves, or I never fhould 
have been enabled, by the honour of their con- 
fidence, to afcertain fome of the confequences of 


fuch meetings. 


Mifs Gunning, at the requeft of the Duke of 
Argyll, and attended by her father, went for fe- 
veral mornings to Argyll 1] Houfe, whilft the gen- 
tlemen were there affembled, and at fuch times 
they gave her every poffible reafon to fas ple) 
they had no other view in meeting together, but 
to eftablifh her union with the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, and to examine who it was that had been 
the authors of various forgeries, which I 
tarded it hitherto, but which they had detected, 
and would find out the perpetrators. Mifs Gun- 
ning was no longer defired to contr adict her ap- 
proaching marriage with Lord Blandford, on the 
contrary, fhe was affured by them all of its fpeedy 
celebration, and requefted not to go into public, 
nor even to the affemblies of her patronefs the 
Duchefs of Bedford, till fhe was the wife of her 
erandfon, which would be as foon a: his Lord- 
fhip came to town, who was foon expectéd : 
amongft a number of letters produced by. this 

{ party 
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party of gentlemen, as forged in the name of 
i: ord Blandford, was found one by the Duke of 


Argyll, in ithe pocket of his Duchefs, after her 
Faia we s letter was fhewn by his Grace to 


his niece, aes ow he got it alfo explained, and 
1€ affured her at the fame time, that he believed 
it to be written by the Marquis, perhaps fhe is 
full of that opinion: the contents of that letter 
had nothing in them to make her change it, but 
were hed as fhe had a right to expeét, and of 
courle received them as the real and unaltered 
fentiments of a man fhe fuppofed very much 
attached to her. 


vas during thefe fittings at Argyll Houfe, 
that General ee wrote his letter of the 3d 
of February to the Duke of Marlborough, and 
at which time fhe was particularly careffed, and 

I would fay, if I was not {peaking of Mifg Gun- 
ning, flattered by the whole party; yet the Ge- 
neral’s letter, written in the midft of this double 
bufinefs, does not carry with it the fame aufpi- 
cious afpect, or unbounded confidence in the cer- 
ainty of his daughter’s union with the fon of the 
Duke of Marlborough, or indeed a very decided 
opinion of his daughter’s honour, dear as fhe 
was to himfelf and the party of gentlemen, or 


ro) 


it leaft appeared to be, at the very hour it was 
written—‘ My motive,” fays the General to the 
Duke, “for giving this trouble, arifes merely 
‘“* from 
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« from a defire of removing any imputation 
« from my daughter’s character, as if fhe had 
‘© entertained an idea of fuch importance with- 
“out any reafonable foundation.” When Ge- 
neral Gunning was prompted to make the fore- 
going apology, who, I would prefume to afk, 
had dared to profane the character of his amia- 
ble daughter? I live a good deal in the world, 
and my acquaintance is pretty general amongft 
people of a certain rank, whofe judgement, by 
cuftom and courtefy, in fuch matters is feldom 
confidered lefs than decifive, yet never, till that 
daughter was driven from his houfe, can I re- 
member to have heard Mifs Gunning mentioned, 
often as fhe has been the fubjeét of converfation, 
but when her name was followed with praifes and 
encomiums, fuch as are due only to a candid 
mind and a fpotlefs reputation. 


I fhall now return to the meetings at Argyll 
Houfe; I mean thofe private aflemblies where Mifs 
Gunning, at the requeft of the gentlemen, affitted 
for an hour or two, more or lefs, feveral fuc- 
ceeding mornings; it was at this crifis of affairs, 
that | had, by a particular chance, gained fuch 
an infight into the real meaning of thefe myfte- 
rious meetings, that my eagernels to get {tll 
deeper hourly increafed ; in confequence of which 
I honeftly confefs, there were no methods, ex- 

Li: cept 
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cept fuch as would have been derogatory to my 
own honour, that I did not adopt to fave that of 
an amiable girl; and with this point only in view 
I {pared neither money or fatigue to the further- 
ance of my determination to traverfe the defigns 
which were agitating in the family cabinet; I 
even condefcended to watch the carriage of Ge- 
neral Gunning, and having owned myfelf a {py> 
1 muft be allowed to fay in my defence, that if 
I fhould ever think proper to declare my name, 
the proudeft fpirit of my gallant anceftors, in 
this one inftance, fthall acquit me of having dif- 
graced their actions by taking a peep into the 
enemy’s country—the caufe will juftify the means; 
I confefs, then, that I have watched General Gun- 

‘lage to and from Argyll Houle; day 
after day I haye impofed on myfelf the fame 
duty; I have feen him, after he has been an hour 
or two there with his daughter, return with her 
again through St. James’s Street, looking as 
happy as fhe deferves to be, that is, if happi- 
nefs can be traced ea paffant in a {miling and 
pleafed countenance; the father, on thefe occa- 
fions, has in a few minutes returned again with- 
out his daughter to ‘the party at Argyll Houfe, 
where the confultations were carried on in a very 
different manner, and very different fubjects 
brought forward from any that had been ad- 
vanced in the prefence of Mifs Gunning. 


I often 


[anon 

I often encountered one or another of the mem- 
bers who compofed this affembly; and fo far were 
any of them from wifhing it to be underftood 
that the treaty between the Lady and Lord Bland. 
ford had never exifted, or that it was at an end, 
that the marriage was talked of by themfelves 
and all their extenfive conne&; ions, aS an event 
near at aa with all the confidence of abfolute 
certainty, and fo warmly fupported, that one of 
ieee rectus a gentleman in the ftreet, who hap- 
pened to fay that he underftood the match was 
broken off, the noble Commoner felt himfelf fo 
much’ offended, as to declare the next day much 
refentment againft the propagators of a report fo 
malicious and un anda fuch it might have 
been called, had not the whole town, but a few 
days before, been authorifed by General Gunning 
is triends to believe it really was the cafe 
I will give a woman leave to change her mind as 
oiten as fhe pleafes, if it were only that ic pleafes 
her to cha ange it, and fora da reafon ftill, be- 
caufe fhe feldom lofes by changing it; but men, 
and very wife men, having agreed together on a 
certain point, fuch as it is to be, Or it is not to 
be, and afterwards change from one fide of the 
queftion to the other fide of the queliion, it is 
quite another matter; and furely that man ought 
to have been held blamelefs, who, by duly ho- 
nouring the firft affertion, muft inevit ably run 
counter to affertion the feeond, which is che beft 


excufe 


brazed] 

xcufe that I can make for my poor friend, who 
difpleafed the noble Commoner by repeating a 
little article of intelligence not five days ftale, 
confidering too from whence the intelligence 


originated. 


When Mifs Gunning’s prefence was no 

ought neceffary to the daily meetings 
at Argyll Houfe, fhe was defired by the Duke 
of Argyll to write a few lines to the Marquis 
of Blandford, to fignify, as his Grace faid, that 
fhe was informed of the honour his Lord- 
fhip intended her, that fhe accepted his propo- 
fals with pleafure, &c. &c. This letter was writ- 
ten in Argyl! Houfe; prefent in the room the 
Duke of Argyll, Lord Frederick Campbell, Ge- 
neral Gunning, General Conway, and Mr. An- 
drew Stuart. Mifs Gunning having finifhed the 
letter, and directed it to the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, the Duke of Argyll faid he would fend it 
to his Lordfhip. About the fame period of time, 
and in the fame fociety, Mifs Gunning was de- 
fired by her father and his fiends to write a fhort 
narrative, which they wanted to fend to the Duke 
and Duchefs of Marlborough; that fhe was merely 
to fay, where, when, and how often fhe had been 
in company with Lord Blandford. 


Amoneft the many myfteries that have envelop- 
ed tke whole of this wonderful tranfaction, the cir- 
cumftance 


cumftance regarding the narrative I do not call 
the leaft of them. General Gunning mentions it 
in his letter to the Duke of Marlborough, dated 
Feb. 3, as being drawn up for his own fatisfation 
and that of his particular friends, who had been in- 
duced to believe the reports, and he calls it alfo 
an accurate Narrative of every material circuni- 
{tance on which that belief was founded. I fup- 
pole General Gunning underftood his own mean~ 
ing, and likewile that it was well underftood by 
his particular friends; but I profefs I am not fo 
fortunate to comprehend it. The General, 

few days before, had a private conference with 
Lord Blandford himfelf Did this remarkable 
interview produce no information that could have 
Jatisfied the father’s inquiries? It is not to be 
fuppofed that fuch a meeting produced no effect, 
as if it had been paffed in abfolute filence, or as 
if the General had never feen Lord Blandford. 
I beg General Gunning’s pardon; there would 
full have been a degree of abfurdity in fending 
{uch a bagatelle to ae Lordfhip’s father and mo- 
ther, though the impropriety would have been 
lefs obfervable. Befides, this narrative is fubje& 
to another objection——W as it confiftent with un- 
influenced fatherly affection to impofe on his 
daughter a tafk of fo little delicacy? Surely it 
was never intended by the General and his par- 
ticular friends for the infpeCtion of the Duke and 
Duchefs of Marlborough. What information or 
what 


what entertainment could it have afforded their 
Graces? General Gunning and his party of 
friends had, therefore, the lefs reafon, or no rea- 
fon at all, to be difappointed that the groom did 
not carry the Letter and Narrative to Blenheim ; 
or had they a right to be furprifed, I mean to be 
grieved, that he had fuffered himfelf to be cor- 
rupted? J know he is a guilty groom, yet not 
quite fo bad but that fomething may be faid in 
his defence; for inftance, may he not have thought, 
that whilft he was ferving the mafter’s friends he 
was obeying his mafter? I mutt ftill purfue the 
fubje& of this Narrative a little farther. 


The public circles have been much amufed 
with a pretended copy of the little unfortunate 
Narrative, written by Mifs Gunning at the com- 
mand of her fathér, and afterwards redemanded 
by fomebody, by any body but Mifs Gunning 
herfelf, from the groom fent with it by General 
Gunning, as General Gunning fays, to Blenheim. 
This fititious copy has been alfo fpoken of in 
the new‘papers, greatly to the entertainment of 
all newfpaper readers, but, in both the one and 
the other, is too much to the difadvantage of 
atruly amiable young lady, to allow that I fhould 
fay fuch amufement and fuch entertainment as a 
fubject of this fort can furnifh is altogether fo in- 
nocent as it is diverting. Again, I am fo happy 
as to have it in my power to communicate a little 
more 
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more light than has been yet thrown upon this 
very dark affair. Mifs Gunning finding herfelt 
accufed with the theft of her own Narrative, and 
having experienced how eafy it had been for in- 
genious people to make the moft fimple actions 
affume the figure of art, and to tranflate the moft 
moderate feelings of the heart into the language 
of romantic fufceptibility, to ferve any particular 
purpofe, fhe very reafonably fuppofed this Nar- 
rative had not been taken up, any more than the 
Letter that accompanied it, to do her fervice; 
and the event has proved me ape of her fup- 
pofition, and the wifdom of the precaution with 
which it was followed. seuiiee on her being 
driven from her father’s houfe, fhe wrote over 
from memory what fhe had before written at Ar 
gyll Houfe, and it is now in the poffeffion of her 
Grace the Duchefs of Marlborough. 

Although I have made myfelf mafter of a 
world of information, I have none by which I am 
able to afcertain what could have been the mo- 
tive of thofe gentlemen concerned in prevailing 
on Mifs Gunning to write her fhort Narrative ; 
General Gunning, his connections, and particular 
friends, for taking a copy of it before it was fent 
away to Blenheim. Was there a vga 
by which they were informed that this 
packet was never to make its way to Ble enheim, 
and that Mifs Gunning was to bribe the groom, 
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and to get the poffeffion of it? What manly 
caufe can be affigned for fecuring a copy, except 
by natural or fupernatural means they had been 
informed what was to become of the original ? 
This fuperabundant caution, this laying-up of 
ftores, is in another manner to be accounted for; 
as I hope to be faved, I would not be at the 
trouble to copy Milfs’s Narratives for the value 


of a bulfe. The beft of Mis penmanthip is 


bad; and Mifs Gunnin ig’s I cannot fuppofe to 
be better than the beft, at leaft not brilliant 
q q 


enough to be handed down to pofteri ity in the 
archives of ancient nobility. But if, dear maid, 
thou fhouldft ever read this book, thou mutt ap-= 
peaic the wrath of thy vanity, if my plainnefs 
fhould offend it; for th ough F will not flatter thy 
vanity, I will do alti to thy virtues. Thy 
ideas may not be more brilliant, or thy ftile more 


fhining than thofe ott females in general; but thy 
Ba Os VEN Ga Ne 


1 


modefty, and thy ftile is the ftile he: truth. Whe- 
ther conveyed by fpeech, by letter, or by narra- 
tive, this is a ful byect of ample magnitude for 
many more comments than it fults me to make. A 
man is not obliged, when he gets upon his legs, 
to {peak till he puts himfelf in a heat and his 
hearers in a paffion. My readers may make as 
many more as they pleafe. I had once a friend 
——It is a good thing, faid I, when a man has one 
friend in whom he can place confidence—I be- 


came 
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came bound for my friend—My friend was free, 
and flew over the water.—I fatisfied my friend’s 
creditors—Since that time I have chofen to re- 
main friendlefs. Now as I want no man’s friend- 
fhip, I have a right to afk it of every man; fo, 
after I have faid a few words more, I fhall afk 
the Marquis of Lorn to do me a favour, which 
is the greateft compliment I can pay to any 
duke, marquis, peer, or commoner in the three 
kingdoms. 


Repetition, which is in general.a very great 
bore in converfation or in writing, may fome- 
times be delightful and fometimes ufeful to a 
poet, whilft reading his own verfes for the 
hundredth time. It is delightful to me, who 
have been forced to make a chafm in my fub- 
ject, that muft be brought again to unite—it 
will be ufeful. I have faid, that at the meet- 
ing of the friends at Argyll Houfe, and during 
fuch periods of their fittings as the prefence 
of Mifs Gunning was deemed to be neceflary 
among{t them, the converfation was always con- 
fined to two points, namely, her immediate mar- 
riage with Lord Blandford, and the happinefs 
that would attend her union with fo amiable a 
hufband, and inquiries into the authenticity of 
certain letters that were produced by the gentie- 
men, and daily examined by them, for the pur- 
pofe, as fhe was made to believe, of detecting 
her enemies, who had been practifing deception 
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deception, and fraud on fraud; and I have alfo 

jaid that Mifs Gunning ufed afterwards to be fet 

| down by her father in St. James’s Place, who al 

a ways returned to the party at Argyll Houfe, to 

fettle fuch parts of the bufinefs as had not been 
fettled in the prefence of the young lady. 


The letters which fo much engaged the at- 
tention of the noble and honourable examiners at 
Argyll Houle, were the fame which have, fince 
the difunion of the Gunning family, been afcribed 
to Mifs Gunning, with the addition of the whole 
Bowen budget of tender, artful, nonfenfical epiftles. 
Now it is my fober opinion, that had only half 
the arts and half the forgeries been alledged 
again{t her, the defign might have fucceeded bet- 
ter. Many a life and limb have been loft by 
overloading a fowling-piece, and many a {cheme 


has mifcarried when overcharged with improba- 
bilities. 


I have no gratification in expofing faults that 
do not ftop the progrefs of my purfuits ; I thall 
not, therefore, be at the pains of furmifing who 
are the real authors of thofe arts and thofe for- 
geries —I have nothing to do with them—I am 
only interefted for her who is not the author of 
them, and no farther for her than as fhe is inno- 
cent, oppreffed, and injured. In thefe lights Mifs 
Gunning is my daughter, my fifter, and my mif- 
trefs 
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trefs—I am her father, her brother, and a lover 
—were I, in reality her father, who fhould have 
dared to accufe her of fraud, and not have wathed 
away the ftains with his blood! For her iake, 
I would have been naore than her nominal bro- 
ther ; but, for my own fake, I defire to remain as 
IT am, the lover of her good qualities only, ahd, 
in all other refpects, an unloving bachelor to the 


end of my life! 


Multitudes ‘of the fuppofitious letters I have 
paffed over almoft unnoticed; becaufe who wrote 
them, who brought them, who carried them; 
from whence they came, or whither: they were 
going, I cannot authoritatively afcertain, and I 
wifh to avoid mixing faé&s, founded on truth, 
with furmifes, which, however reafonable they 
may appear, muft, neverthelefs, be fubjec&t to 
error. That letter, found in the pocket of the 
Duchefs of Argyll, by the Duke, her hufband, 
after her deceafe, and once before mentioned by 
me in the courfe of my obfervations, appeared to 
be written by Lord Blandford, and by him ad- 
dreffed to Mifs Gunning, the outfide cover be- 
ing fuperfcribed to the Duchefs of Argyll. If 
it was not written by Lord Blandford, may the 
hand wither that traced the characters of pre- 
meditated deftruction, and the tongues be for 
ever filenced which have wantonly and malici- 
oufly 


Ped 
oufly pronounced it to be the Pe ivene of 
Mifs Gunning! 


The Duchefs of Argyll’s impatience and 
anxiety to fee the Marquis of Blandford before 
| the termination of her exiftence, is a circumftance 
uN as well known to many others as it is to myfelf, 
: though not fo very generally ; but that the intelli- 
gence may probably be new to nineteen of my 
readers out of twenty, or, perhaps, ninety-nine out 
of a hundred, as there never has fubfifted any 
particular intimacy between the families of 
Marlborough and Argyll; and the Duchefs of 
Argyll being quite unacquainted with Lord 
Blandford, hee great defire to fee him fo im- 
mediately before her death, carries a very fingu- 
lar afpect, and is a ftrong prefumptive proof, 
that her Grace forefaw the horrors of that fate 
which then attended her beloved niece, and - 
which have fince moft unmercifully fallen upon 
her; there can be no manner of doubt that when 
fhe waited his arrival in town with fo much im- 
patience, it was from a defire to communicate to 
his private ear, her fears and her apprehenfions, 
and to guard them both againft misfortunes that 
threatened them. Lord Blandford did not come 
—the Duchefs of Argvll died without feeing him, 
and Mifs Gunning became the devoted facri- 
fice. 


It 
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It is well known that the Duchefs of Argyll 
loved her niece with the tendereft affeGtion ; the 
amiablenefs of her difpofition, and the pro- 
priety of her conduét, was the conftant theme of 
converfation in all the circles where that moft 
elegant of women prefided; and I have heard 
her Grace an hundred times declaim on the 
virtues of her brother’s daughter, with more 
warmth than I ever heard her fpeak on any other 
fubject, though not quite fo fantaftically as Mrs. 
Gunning. It is not for want of feeling—I would, 
if I could, think lefs of her and her daughter— 
Many diftrefles would they have been redeemed 
from, had not the good Duchefs of Argyll been 
taken from her family and her friends when her 
life was of the greateft confequence to them—-a 
woman, who like her Grace, even in the {plen - 
dor of more than beauty, had preferved her own 
fame pure and unfullied, would not have fuffered 
that of her darling niece to have been bafely tra- 
duced with impunity, or {ported away in cabals, 
{quibs, and in caricatures, which neither fenfe 
or decency can find an excufe for. I have no 
approbation to beftow on female friendthips, 
particularly on very young ladies’ friendthips ; 
perhaps it would have been better for Mifs Gun- 
ning, if her opinion had been early formed after 
the fame model; relationfhip is not always bind- 
ing, there are many forts of rivalfhip not friendly 
to thofe connections; the bonds of one young 
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lady’s love for another young lady is very liable 
to accidents, and when once broken, the faulty 
heart foon admits the feeds of ill-will, and ill 
offices, which grow like nettles in a hot bed, and 
will {ting till they are rooted out—but this could 
never have been the cafe between the Duchefs of 
Argyll and her niece, as with younger people; 
r Grace was not more admired in her youth 

than ref{pected in her age; fhe fat a good exam- 
ple to her daughters—her niece partook of it; 
and her niece profited by it. 

On the fubject of letters I have ftill farther to 
obferve, that Mifs Gunning, amongft the many 
invented tales of flander and falfehood, of which 
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fhe is made the heroine, is accufed of being the 

‘efs af feveral gallant and 
tender epifties from Lord Blandford, of which fhe 
is the fubject, though they are not addreffed to 
herfelf, but to the D 
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uke of Argyll. Is there a 
he univerfe, who poffefs two 
ideas of their own, that will fuffer their judge- 
ment to be fo grofsly impofed upon by a mifre- 
refentation, fo palpably abit ‘d? Thefe very let- 
ters were delivered to his Grace by his Grace’s 
own fervants; they appeared to be in anfwer to 
other letters which appeared to have been written 
by his Grace to Lord Blandford. I fay ap- 
peared, becaufe appearances are not intitled to 
unlimited and abfolute faith; the fame letters 
were 
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were difpatched ex Eee at three different 
1es, by the Duke’s own fervants; and that they 
were delivered to nen Blandford, I can boldiy 
afcertain, but I cannot fpeak to the fame cer- 
tainty refpecting his Lordfhip’s anfwers to them, 
or even whether he anfwered them at all; how- 
ever, anfwers have been produced, and I muft 
be allowed to obferve, it feems to be with no 
other defign than to make Mils Gunning ac- 
countable for them; the letters, and exprefles 
pafling and repafling between the two Noble- 
men, decidedly on the interefting fubject, in 
which General Gunning’s daughter has met with 
fo little mercy, were all, one excepted, before the 
commencement of the i ibtene year, and the ex- 
cepted one in the beginning of 1791; itis worthy 
of remark, this laft was the only letter which the 
Duke did not fend by an exprefs taken out fro 
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Neither 1 my juft ice or my compaffion 
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Was Lord Blandford the real or the imaginary 


ff Mifs Gunning? As I do not mean to 
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profefs myfelf a rival, it is no farther a bufineis 


of mine to inquire into it, than that I am in- 
terefted to prove, that his Lordfhip was not, at 
leaft, a lover of her ow: cade: and this is an 
idea that conveys with it fuch abundant difgrace, 
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as will give me quite as much pieaiure to remove 
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from oy fair character, as I experienced when 1 
had the honour to ftird the Marquis of Lorn, 
ai i Coufin, who had been alfo ch arged with 
arts of a fingular nature againft his Lordthi ip, 
was Intirely innocent, and not only of the of 
fence, but even harbouring one tender idea of 
La preference in which he was concerned, and which 
oe mutt have been a very comforting refleétion to fo 
near a relation, who is undoubtedly anxious that 
the delicacy, which fo much has been done to de- 
itroy, fhould be made to appear in its own un- 
contaminated purity; and this was not to be done 
without affuring him, and the world, that fhe had 
not beftowed her affections unworthil y: I beg 
to be underftood by this phrafe, that the had not 
beftowed them unfolicited. 
Having already fig 
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nified my intentions to fin- 
e f Lorn, and to confer upon 
him a favour by afking one from his I Lordthip, 
which, confidering my pride of i independence, is 
a diftinguifhing mark of humility, I fhall on this 
very {pot, where I will fuppofe we are now both 
flanc ling, take off my hat, and, with reverence 
us fuperiority, inform him that it is my re- 
queft he will immediate ly do his Coufin, Mifs 
Gr unning, the juftice, and confer on me the fatis- 
iaction, to have each and every one of his father’s 
fervants, who were employed by his Grace in 
| carrying the difpatches to Lord Blandford, pub- 
yr: licly 
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licly examined before the Lord Mayor of the city 
of London, and there put upon their feveral oaths 
if they delivered any fictitious letters to his Grace, 
fuch having been laid to the charge of Mifs 
Gunning ; who it was that bribed them, and who 
it was that committed to them the difputed let- 
ters, to be conveyed to the Duke, as coming 
from the Marquis of Blandford ; where the fraud 
was executed, and what were the arguments ufed 
by which their fidelity to his Grace was corrupted; 
whether by a piftol held to their heads, or a purfe 
offered to their pockets? Do this, my Lord, and 
do it fpeedily ; it is a good action, and like cha- 
rity will cover all your faults, if faults you have; 
and where is the man who has feen two or three 
and twenty, that would thank the author who 
fhould write him faultlefs. I fhould have had no 
occafion, my Lord, to have laid this tax on your 
friendfhip, (my claim to that honour is efta- 
blifhed in the very nature of my undertaking) 
or to have afked your Lordfhip’s affiftance in my 
refearches, if the Duke of Argyll had liftened 
to the preffing intreaties of maternal anguifh. 
Mrs. Gunning calls upon his Grace to find out 
the enemies of her daughter, and to drag them 
fom concealment, that fhe might face them in 
the broad light of honour. The exprefiion is 
flighty, but it is ftrong; neverthelets it does not 
fee the prayer of guilty perfons, who had any 
thing to fear from hidden artifice, or latent dif- 
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coveries. That fhe has enemies is pretty certain: 
I fhould be glad if I could inform thofe who are 
her friends from whence they afcended ; for that 
they did not defcend from heaven, may be guef- 
fed at by the employment they have chofen for 
themielves to perform upon the face of the earth. 


When a diffident man, fuch as I am, a las ie fo 


much the better of his fhynefs as to be ab aflk 
one favour, and is fo very gracioufly receiv ap as | 
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have had the honour to be received by your 
Lordfhip, there is no great difficulty, in the firft 


| 
effufions of his gratitude, to afk again; but my 
fecond requeft will not be of equal importance 
with my firft; one being to fatisfy the trouble- 
fome claims of equity, the other of mere fimple 
curiofity. J want to be informed, if the Duke 
of Argyll has returned to Mrs. Gunning thofe 
letters, and copies of letters, which, in her pub-- 
lication, fhe fays do belong to herfelf, and are her 
wn private property. Will your a sii be fo 
good to anfwer my inquiries? A line addrefled 

he Author, left with my publifher, will con- 
vey your commands to me, wherever I may hap- 
en to be, and they fhali be moft honourably ac. 


The cafe of Mifs Gunning, impartially ftated 
and difcuffed, a a alee from a Barrifter, -ad- 
drefied to the Marquis of Blandford, affords mat- 
ter 
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ter for more criticifm than 1 have inclination to 
beftow upon it; but the title-page, which gives 
us to underftand that the learned author is an 
impartial writer, offers as much amufement as 
any child’s puzzle that has been invented in the 
prefent age of invention, and though not yet quite 
in my dotage, it has wonderfully diverted* me 
how to put it together; but finding all my ef- 
forts in vain, and having no crooked rib to pro- 
vide for, no dafhing fon to lay up for, no lan- 
euifhing, leering, fleering daughter to portion 
out; in fhort, being in want of an heir to inherit 
my eftates, my honours and my virtues go with 
me, I have added the following codicil to my 
Jaft will and teftament, viz. “ I revoke all gifts, 
“* legacies, and endowments, contained in the 
€* body of my will, except thofe legacies made 
<© in favour of my two executors, Blank of Blank, 
« and Blank of Blank, who are hereby farther 
<< appointed, by themfelves, heirs, executors, ad- 
“¢ miniftrators, and affigns, to take, receive, and 
< apply, to their own ule, all monies, profits, 
“and emoluments arifing, or that may arife, 
<< from all and each of my real and perfonal ef- 
<‘ tates, to hold, keep, and enjoy them, they 
‘© and their heirs for ever, wich this provifo only, 
¢¢ that if, in time prefent, or in after ages, any 
<¢ man will prove the Barrifter of Lincoln’s Inn 
‘¢ to be an impartial writer, ufing no means for 
*¢ the folution of this moft difficult puzzle, but 
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«© fuch words as are to be found in the learned 
«¢ Barrifter’s natural book; fuch a folution being 
<¢ firft fully and faithfully exemplified, then my 
«© faid executors are required to account with 
*« that man of talents, as to my heir-general, be- 
© ing fo appointed, without referve, by this my 
« Jaft codicil.” Neverthelefs, as all the pains J 
have taken, and all the rewards I have held out, 
may not be productive, I fhall, after having fi- 
nifhed what I farther have to fay on the Gunning 
fubje@t, fubjoin to this pamphlet all the affidavits 
that have been made in favour of the young la- 
dy, and publifhed in the Gazetteer, antecedent 
to the Barrifter’s elaborate compofition; partly to 
gratify thofe of my affectionate readers, who 
have not feen them already; but more efpecially 
to convince all my readers collectively, how hard 
it will be to trump up an heir to difpoffefs the 
executors of my laft codicil, on the conditions 
annexed. 


I fhall take care not to commit a lawful fraud, 
by making the obliging purchafers of this book 
pay for fubjeét-matter that has been twice print- 
ed, and twice paid for before. I have not length- 
ened my pamphlet with lone copies of long let- 
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and the affidavits on Mifs Gunning’s fide 
of the queftion (though not fo voluminous as 
thofe publifhed in Captain Bowen’s Statement of 
Facts, and the Barrifter’s Cafe of Mifs Gunning 


impartially 


ee 
impartially ftated and difcuffed) as they are in- 


tended for a more liberal purpofe than to fwell a 
volume, and as they are not purchafed from the 
makers, fo fhall they be given gratis to the rea- 
ders. 


There is no animal in the whole creation fo 
contemptible in the feale of beings, but may 
make itfelf troublefome, if not dangerous, to 
fome other animal of a fuperior order. A flen- 
der fly, with filken wings, darts its fharp fting 
into the nobleft of all beafts; he feels the fmart, 
kicks, flounders, and perhaps difmounts his ri- 
der. A flea fucks the blood of a hero; and the 
imalleft animalcula, if it gets into the eye of a 
giant, may torture him. The vote of a cobler 
may torment a peer, if given againft his party; 
and the pen of a hireling, when dipped in gall, 
if not beat out of his hand, may drop a blot on 
the faireft page of innocence, 
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endowed with a mighty flo 
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colleGtion of ideas, and an eafy freedom of ex. 
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Preffion; which advantages, it is natural to lup- 
pofe, he has acquired from his frequent admit- 
tance into circles of rank and confequence. He 
has very wittily introduced Mifs Gunning, in his 
manly attempt at impartiality a the infinu-. 


ating title of the fair pater 


ie 
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fo much quaintnefs as I cannot al Itogether over 
look: itis a hammer to {mite the white fore- 
head of truth; it is a vice to fcrew up the con+ 
demned victim to more than condign torture; it 
a fharp hook, on which may be expofed a 
bleeding reputation. I have faid enough in the 
foregoing fheets, and communicated enough of 
intelligence, to convince an infidel, that Mafs 
Gunnine is free from all the charges contained 


=. 


in the forgery, perjury, and letter-writing bufi- 
nefs, I have not left the fhadow of a poffibility, 
under which her adverfaries; whoever they are, 
can fhelter themfelves. When I had firft the ho- 
nour to fee the Barrifter’s fair Inventrefs, after fhe 
had been Ware a at St. James’s, fhe was intereft- 
ing, admired, beloved; her acquaintance courted, 
and her conduct approved. I was not actually her 
lover, but I loved. her countenance, and fhould 
have doated ona fitter or a daughter, whofe phy- 

fGicgnomy had been engraved with the fame cha- 
racters. - The face wears no mafk, and thy heart is 
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ypocrily as thy complexion is natu- 
al. Thou art ftill the fame lovely, interefting, 
harmlefs, modeft young creature, as when I firft 
beheld thee; furrounded by none but friends, ad- 
mirers, and lavers. They who then held thee up 
have caft thee down; thofe who admired have 
cenfured thee; they who protected thee have re- 
nounced thee; the voice of thy lovers has been 
put to filence, but the voice of fcandal is heard 
from 


pe See. | 
from afar; a juft man fhall reverence thy virtues, 
but a foolifh man writeth foolifhly, becaufe of 
thine enemies, who are {worn together againft 
thee. 


Take back, thou man of Jaw, thy hammer, 
thy vice, and thy hook; buy up thy book of 
profanation, or I may force thee to eat it, page 
by page, before I have done with thee. I would 
not throw away one poor monofyllable on a fcrib- 
bler like thee, but that I know thou art employ- 
ed; and my threat is more levelled at the em- 
ployers, than at the pitiful {cribe, Had any other 
being of the female gender, though the mott 
abandoned of her fex, been the victim of thy 
execution, I would have pitied her; but thou 
wouldft have efcaped my chaftifement. 


As I have not thought fit to adopt the title of 
Inventrefs, when I have the honour to fpeak of 
Mifs Gunning, fome of my fair acquaintance, 
who probably will think it monftroufly applica- 
ble, may expect that I fhould affign a good rea- 
fon why I have not adopted it. I have nothing 
better to fay to fuch charitable ladies, than what 
is commonly faid by their own dear felves, and 
what moft hufbands are forced to accept, as a 
reafon fufficiently cogent, namely, becaufe I do 
not ike it; unlefs I may be allowed to add, with-. 
out giving them offence, that it is as unfuitable 
M to 


[ 82 ] 

to the real character of Mifs Gunning, as a black 
sarment would be to a young bride, whofe rai- 
ment fhould affimilate with the purity of her 
foul and the chaftity of her ideas. 


Where were all the polite, the fafhionable, the 
generous, the candid world? Were none of this 
defcription prefent at fuch affemblies and balls as 
Mifs Gunning and Lord Blandford appeared at 
publicly together? Was I the only perfon who. 
can remember the marked attention of his Lord- 
fhip to the gentle victim of popular abufe? or were 
all eyes but my own ftruck with a partial blind- 
nefs on the occafion? This could not be the cafe; 
becaufe, before Mifs Gunning was marked out for 
deftruction, I am myfelf a witnefs, that almoft as 
many tongues as there are heads in the circle of 
fafhion were delightfully bufy in confirming Mifs 
Gunnine’s good fortune; and the noble Mar- 
quis aMiduities were em. con. voted to be fuf-. 
ficiently declaratory of his farther intentions. She 
has fince that time been accufed of forging ten- 
der letters from his Lordfhip; but tender looks 
and expreflive Pe attentions, I apprehend, 
muft have really proceeded from his own heart, 
if ever thefe circun ae ces that I have been re- 
peating were entered on the tablets of my fair 
country women’s hearts. I fear they were put 
down amonett the articles to be remembered or 
gotten, as things fhould turn out. Now had 
the 
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the event been a wedding, a minute detail of 
every particular would have been again rehearfed 
by an hundred kind friends, who were ready to 
take a fhare in Mifs Gunning’s happy profpects ; 
but her firuation affuming rather the figure of a 
funeral, it became more convenient to forget 
them. Now, my dear ladies, permit me to ob- 
ferve, that had either, or all of you, for compaf- 
fion’s fake only, ftepped forward, and generoufly 
have given up the contents of your memories re- 
garding this affair from its firft beginning, you 
would have refcued a fifter, innocent and lovely 
as yourfelves, from the degrading and falfe ftig- 
ma of being a felf-created idol: had you only 
faid, Mifs Gunning had reafon to think Lord 
Blandford loved her, it would have been 
enough. The whole fentence is but eleven 
words; and eleven fuch words would have 
gained you more admiration from my fex, and 
conferred more dignity on your own, than if 
you had been endowed with the united elocution 
of a Fox, a Burke, and a. Sheridan; fuccefs 
would have crowned your endeavours, the good 
work would have been all your own; and though 
I fhould have lott the happinefs and honour of 
being Mifs Gunning’s champion, I fhould have 
adored her defenders; I would have reverenced 
you more than a curate does the bifhop of his 
diocefs, or a pilgrim the fhrine of his faint—Oh! 
but you were looking another way ; you did not 
fee any thing very particular in Lord Blandford’s 
M 2 atten- 
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attentions to Mifs Gunning—cry your mercy. 
But is there one of you, my charmers, that ever 
heard the lady vauntingly or tauntingly report 
that fhe was to be the wife of Lord Blandford ? 
I believe not one. Women may hide a little and 
find a little, when another woman is in the cafe; 
fhe may call up a look rather againft faéts, go a 
little round-about, and prevaricate a little; but a 
huge fib is hard of digeftion, and if it fhould ftick 
in a pretty white throat, it may chance to choak 
them. 


It is not my defign to make it believed, that 
Mifs Gunning never faid fhe was to be the wife 
of Lord Blandford; the affertion would ‘be ab- 
furd and untrue; 1t would have been a contra- 
diction to the amiable candour of her heart, 
which, at that time, I have pretty good and for- 
mudable reafons to know, was not infenfible to 
he acknowledged attractions of Lord Blandford, 
or to her own happinefs ; yet, interefting as the 
fubject muft have been to her, it was never ob- 
truded upon others; fhe was abafhed even at re- 
celving the congratulations of a world eager to 
beftow them upon her, and which fhe was direét- 
ed to receive by authority equally refpectable and 
decided. Not to contradict is the next ftep to 
confir mation—Miufs Gunning certainly never con- 
tradicted what fhe never had occafion to doubt ; 
but when fhe {pcke upon the fubjeét, it was not 
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to gratify her vanity, but to fatisfy the demands 
of truth, or to pay a debt due to the fentiments 
of Lord Blandford, and to her own; nay, I be- 
lieve Iam pretty right when I fay fuch conver- 
fations were generally wrefted from her ; the had 
very few familiar friends out of your Lordfhip’s 
family. 


Captain Bowen tells us in his Narrative of 
Facts, that Mrs. Gunning thought herfelf fecure 
of her daughter’s eftablifhment with the Mar- 
quis of Blandford; and that I take to be one true 
thing in his whole Narrative of Faéts. And why 
fhould not Mrs. Gunning think herfelf fecure? 
and why fhould fhe not talk of her happinefs, 
and rejoice in it? She may not be a wife wo- 
man, but fhe is a difcreet, tender, fympathifing 
mother ; fhe had more, it is highly probable, to 
build her expectations upon than ever was gene- 
rally known to the reft of the world; though that 
was enough to afcertain the intended alliance, 
her angel child, as fhe calls her, and who I be- 
heve to come as near to that imaginary order of 
beings as flefh, blood, and fpiritual effence can 
accord, was foon to be received into one of the 
moft amiable as well as exalted families in the 
kingdom, .and to become the chofen wife of a 
nobleman whofe conduct was an honour to his 
rank, and who loved her as well or better than 
any Marquis had ever loved before. “hefe con- 
fiderations, 
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fiderations, my Lord, you will feeb allow, aré 
fome excufe for Mrs. Gunning’s feelings of joy 

and tranfport, even if they had been more immo- 
derate than they are reprefented. It is no fecret 
to any man or woman in that circle to which 
your Lordfhip belongs, and in which I have the 
ee our occafionally to move, that the journey 

Irs. Gunning {peaks of in her letter to the Duke, 
your father, as having performed on the fame 
night that fhe site her family went from St. 
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James’s Place to Pail fhe was made to Lord 
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Siandiord, then at Sir Henry Dafhwood’s feat in 


Oxtordfhire. Ido not pretend to give any par- 
ticular information on the fubject of this vifit, 
é I never have been told what the motive 
for it was, or what was the event of it; but I muft 
be allowed to fuppofe Mrs. Gunning did not 
undertake it without the fulleft confirmation of 
the right fhe had to demand an interview. Her 
daughter had received propofals, and accepted 
them, from honourable perfons, whofe authority 
for making them in the name of Lord Blandford 
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May or June 1790; and here again is 

Jay and June in the fuit of ninety-one, 
and in what a fituation does it find her? I have 
nothing of the melting mood in my compofition; 
if I had, I fhould whine and weep like a block- 
head: but I have humanity, and her wrongs 
have touched it to the quick; I act under its 
influence, and Lord Blandford muft, therefore, 
pardon me, if [ tell him he has been as myfteri- 
Oully cruel to her character, peace of mind, and 
well-doing, as if his name had been enrolled In 
the lift of her enemies. He knew. how greatly 
fhe was injured, and that, though unintentionally, 
he was the caufe of her trials. If it was poffible 
that fhe might have been impofed on in regard 
to his Lordfhip’s fentiments for her, yet he could 
not accufe her of credulity in giving credit to the 
high authority by which, if there was deception, 
fhe could only have been deceived ; an authority 
too refpectable for her ever to have doubted it. 
Lord Blandford’s private and public character is 
fuch as entitles him to the approbation of all 
men who are judges of manly merit, and to the 
efteem of all ladies that look for happinefs bear- 
Ing in its progrefs, and do not entirely confine 
their ideas of fupreme felicity to public {pecta- 
cles, admiration of fops, or the magic circle of a 
Faro table. In all refpects but one, I am the 


friend of Lord Blandford, and I honour his ac- 


juirements; I am forry to fay, that one is fo 


much 
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much ftronger than all the reft of my kinder fen- 
timents, that it leaves me nothing but the will to 
fpeak my mind as freely as I pleafe for the pre- 
fent. J have invincible objections to fubfcrib- 
ing my name to my opinions ; they may not be 
always invincible; but till they are done away, I 
beg to affure the Marquis of Blandford and the 
Marquis of Lorn, that the author of them is not 
the moft contemptible man amongft their nume- 
rous acquaintance. 


Lord Blandford has been filent, when his fingle 
voice would have given life to an expiring repu- 
tation. Mifs Gunning certainly had a penchant, 
or what the ladies call a preference, for his Lord- 
fhip, who fhe was authorifed to confider as her 
future hufband; propofals were made for her by 
a young man of rank and fortune; fhe was never 
confulted upon them, but they were at once re- 
fufed by the perfon applied to, and who had a 
right to fpeak decidedly. This was the fhort 
reply —You are too late, Mifs Gunning is en- 
gaged to the Marquis of Blandford. I hope his 
Lordfhip may have given fatisfaétion to Mrs. 
Gunning, in the courfe of her inquiries, more 
than he has given me by his filence, 


From the commencement of this intricate bufi- 
nefs, I was interefted for the prefervation of an un- 
fufpecting young creature, who, from fome cir- 

cumftances 


Ce nO N.S Le 


be 89 soc 
cumftances within the compafs of my recollection, 
I apprehended was to be made the facrifice to cer- 
tain purpofes. In this firft ftage fhe had a demand 
on my pity, and I gave it to her freely. Her next 
claim was on my admiration, and I admitted it as 
ftrictly due to her condué ; and being convinced, 
that not one fingle article amoneft the whole cata- 
logue of pretended offences brought againft her 


was founded in truth, I {wore to ferve and to fave 
her. , 


I have another proof, equally {trong with any 
that have been advanced, of the innocence of her 
heart, the delicacy of her fentiments, and the 
propriety of her actions, which to bury in filence, 
would be to commit the fin myfelf which in 
others I have found fault with. The fin of con- 
cealment, at a time like the prefent, may fuit the 
enemies of Mifs Gunning, but is not characteriftic 
of her well-wifhers. My information 1s_ this, 
affirmed to me as a fact by one who has {een the 
letter itfelf, being from Mifs Gunning to the 
Duchefs of Marlborough, written before fhe left 
town for the Continent, or immediately after her 
departure : it is of little confequence, or I fhould 
be forry my intelligence did not enable me to 
afcertain the exact date; the contents are fufh- 
cient for the full eftablifhment of her honour. 
It conveyed to her Grace a modeft but fpirited 
refignation of her well-warranted pretenfions to 
N Lord 
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Lord Blandford, and releafed his Lordthip from 
thofe ties by which he muft have held himfelf 
bound, be the mhyftery what it may, that has pre- 
vented him from fulfilling his engagement. I 
heartily congratulate my amiable and interefting 
young friend ; and, without difcovering myfelf to 
her, either to receive her thanks, or to be rebuked 
for my officioufnefs, the will always poflefs my 
approbation and beft wifhes. The impartial 
Barrifter teaches me what to fay at the conclufion 
of a modeft letter addrefled to a great man; I 
Shall, therefore, copy for the Marquis of Lorn, 
what has ferved for the Marquis of Blandford. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 


Your Lordthip’s moft obedient Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


Copies of Affidavits. 


Middlefex, I SUSAN NAH Gunning (wife of 

ACNE Major General John Gunning) ma- 
keth oath and faith, That fhe has never written, 
or caufed to be written, any letter or letters, note 
or notes, or in any fhape was inftrumental in 
framing a correfpondence in the names of his 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough, or the Marquis 
of Blandford, or any other perfon or perfons, or 
was fhe privy to the fame, or any part thereof ; 
and farther faith, that on Sunday the 6th day of 
February laft, Mifs Gunning went from General 
Gunning’s houfe, between the hours of twelve 
and one o’clock at noon (it being the firft time 
fhe had gone out for the day) to go to her Grace 
the Duchefs of Bedford’s; that about two of the 
clock of the fame day fhe returned home in the 
Duchefs of Bedford’s chair, and, after ftaying a 
few minutes, was taken, as this deponent un- 
derftood and verily believes, in the fame chair to 
Argyll Street, from whence fhe returned about 
three o’clock, and did not leave the houfe until 
the Duchefs called in her carriage, and took her 
Nira into 
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into yde Park; that fhe returned home with 
the Duchefs about five o’clock, when this depo- 
nent and her faid daughter went in a carriage to 
Argyll Houfe, but not finding his Grace at home, 

| returned to St. James’s Place immediately, with- 

He out once going out of the carriage, or even ftop- 

N ping at any houfe; and that after they fo return- 

ed home, Mifs Gunning did not go out of Ge- 

neral Gunning’s houfe for the remainder of the 
evening ; and faith, that Mifs Gunning did not 
ufe her own chair, or was carried by her chair- 
man any part of the day or evening of the 6th 
of February laft. 
S. GUNNING. 
Sworn before me this 
29th of March, 


1791. 
YV. ELY Di. 


Middlefex,| WIARGARET Minifie (filter of 

to Wit. - Sufannah Gunning, wife of Ma- 
jor General John Gunning) maketh oath and 
faith, That fhe has never written, or caufed to 
be written, any letter or letters, note or notes, 
or in any fhape was inftrumental in framing a 
correfpondence in the names of his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough, or the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, or any other perfon or perfons, or was fhe 
privy 
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privy to the fame, or any part thereof; and far- 
ther faith, that on Sunday the 6th day of Fe- 
bruary laft, Mifs Gunning went from General 
Gunning’s houfe between the hours of twelve and 
one o’clock at noon, (it being the firft time fhe 
had gone out for the day) to go to her Grace the 
Duchefs of Bedford’s ; that about two o’clock of 
he fame day fhe returned home in the Ducheis 
of Bedford’s chair, and, after ftaying a few mi- 
nutes, was taken, as this deponent underftood 
and verily believes, in the fame chair to Argyll 
Street, from whence fhe returned about three 
o'clock, and did not leave the houfe until the 
Duchefs called in her carriage, and took her into 
Hyde Park; that fhe returned home with the 
Duchefs about five o’clock, when, this deponent 
fays, her faid fifter and niece, as fhe underftood 
and verily believes, went in a carriage to Argyll 
Houfe, but not finding his Grace at home, re~ 
turned to St. James’s Place; and that after they 
fo returned home, Mifs Gunning did not go out 
of General Gunning’s houfe for the remainder of 
the evening; and faith, that Mifs Gunning did 
not ufe her own chair, or was carried by her 
chairmen, any part of the day or evening of the 
6th of February laft. 

M. MINIFIE. 


Sworn before me this 
29th of March, 


1791. 


W. HYDE, 
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Meadiefet, bs OMS Volcot, otherwife Vul- 

io Wil. kis (late valet to General Gun- 
ning) maketh oath and faith, That during the 
five years he lived with the General, he never 
was employed or defired by Mifs Gunning to 
catry any letter or meflage, in a clandeftine, or 
even fecret manner, ta any perfon or. perfons 
whatever. 


THOMAS VULKIS. 


Sworn before me, one of bis 
Majefty’s Fuftices of the 
Peace for the faid county, 
this 12th day of April, 


1791. 
GEO. REID. 


Middlefex,\ M{ARY Volcot (houfekeeper and 
40 Wit. maid to Mrs. Gunning) maketh 
oath and faith, That fhe never was employed or 
defired by Mifs Gunning to carry any letter or 
meffage in a clandeftine, or even fecret manner, 
to any perfon or perfons whatever. 
MARY VOLCUT, 
otherwife VULKIS. 
Swora before me this 
29th of March, 
17Q1. 
Wai 
Mid- 
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cee | eat ALLOWAY, chairman to 
0 Wit. her Grace the Duchefs of Bed- 
ford, maketh oath and faith, That on Sunday the 
fixth day of February laft, between one and two 
of the clock in the afternoon, he, together with 
one Thomas Morgan, carried Mifs Gunning 
from the Duchefs’s houfe, where the then was, to 
General Gunning’s in the Ducheft’s chair; that 
fhe ftayed there a very fhort time, when this 
deponent and John Smethurft, another chairman 
of the Duchefs of Bedford’s, took her, in the fame 
chair, to Argyll Street and back again to General 
Gunning’s without the faid Mifs Gunning’s leaving 
this deponent; the perfon on whom fhe intended 
to call in Argyll ftreet not being at home. And 
deponent faith, he fo returned with Mifs Gun- 
hing to the General’s houfe about three o’clock 
in the afternoon, and that the did not, whilft with 
him, go to any other place than above fet forth. 


JOHN ALLOWAY. 


Sworn before me, at the Public 
Office, Saint Martin’s Street, 
this 26th day of March, 
17Q1. 


EDWARD READ. 


Mid» 


1 A pd 


[ 96 ] 


Middle ea OHN SMETHURST, chairman 

10 Wit. to her Grace the Duchefs of Bed- 
ford, maketh oath and faith, That on Sunday the 
fixth day of February laft, about two of the clock in 
the afternoon, he, together with one John Alloway, 
another chairman of the Duchefs’s, carried Muifs 
Gunning from General Gunning’s houfe in Saint 
James’s Place, in the Duchefs’s chair, to Argyll 
Street and back again to General Gunning’s, 
without the faid Mifs Gunnine’s leaving this de- 
ponent ; the perfon on whom fhe intended to call 
in Argyll Street not being at home. And-depo- 
nent faith, he fo returned with Mifs Gunning to 
the General’s houfe about three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, and that fhe did not, whilft with him, 
go to any other place than above fet forth. 


JOHN SMETHURST. 
Sworn before me, at the. Public 
Office, Saint Martin’s Street, 
this 26th day of March, 


I7Q1. 
EDWARD READ. 


Midas Pet cake HAYLES, ‘maid to 

fo wit. Mifs Gunning, (being firft fhewn 
a copy of an affidavit of William Pearce, groom 
to General Gunning, ftated to have been fworn 
before John Ord, Efg. the twenty-firft day of 
February, one thoufand feven hundred and 
ninety- 
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ninety-one) maketh oath and faith, That fhe never, 
either by the direction of Mifs Gunning, or other- 
wife, went to faid Pearce, and requefted him to 
go to Mifs Gunning, for the purpofes ftated in 
the firft part of his affidavit, or for any other 
purpofes whatever; nor did fhe ever go to Gene- 
ral Gunning’s houfe, or any other place, to faid 
Pearce, and fhew him a paper, as from Mifs 
Gunning, mentioning that if he, Pearce, would 
take his oath that he had not delivered the pa- 
pers which had been delivered him by General 
Gunning, (as ftated in his affidavit) to Mifs 
Gunning, that fhe, Mifs Gunning, would fettle 
twenty pounds a year upon him for life; that he 
might go to Wales or where he pleafed, and fhe 
would pay him quarterly, as fworn by faid Pearce 
in his a ithe vit, or did fhe ever converfe with faid 
Pearce in any manner on fuch a fubje&t. And 
deponent farther faith, fhe has lived with Mifs 
Gunning ever fince fhe was eight years of age, 
and during that time never was sels ed or 
defired by her to carry any letter or mefiage, in 
a clandeftine or even a fecret manner, to any per- 
fon or perfons whatever. 
HANNAH HAYLES, 

Sworn before me, at the Public 
Office, Saint Martin’s Street, 
this 28th day of March, 

17Q1. 
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Middlefex, | i Dace DEAN, footman to Mifs 

to wit. unning, (being firft fhewn a copy 
ofan affidavit of William Pearce, groom to Ge- 
neral Gunning, ftated to have been fworn before 
Téhn Ord, Eig. the twenty-firft day of February, 
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one) 
maketh oath and faith, That he never faw Mifs 
Gunning, whilft he was attending behind her 
Carriage, or in any other way, call to or converfe 
with the faid William Pearce in the flreet, or in 
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Other place, nor did he ever {top the coach 


oy 


1€ was in to {peak to her about any converfa- 

had paffed.in his he aring@, or even con- 
verfe with faid Pearce in the way he has fworn in 
fidavit, or in any manner tending thereto. 
And this deponent sh, fays, (being, likewife, 
{hewn a copy of an affidavit of Mary Crane, fer- 
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yant to Captain Bowen, ftated to have been fworn: 
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ieven hundred and ninety-one, before William 
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Addington, Efg.) that he did not, on the firft day 


qi February lait, or at any other time, deliver a 
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packet at laid Bowen’s lodgings, from Mite Gun- 
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CCwould eirher call herfelf 
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that he, the faid John, would come in the 
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said Crane, or aid any converfation, in Ay leaft 
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fhape like unto the above, pafs between this de- 
ponent and any perfon at faid Bowen’s or elfe- 
where. And this deponent farther faith, that he 
always attends Mifs Gunning on her vifits, and 
that he never, at any time, faw her at faid 
Bowen’s lodgings, or even ftop at his houfe, but 
when Mrs. Gunning and Mifs Minifie were with 
her, and called to carry faid Bowen’s wife in the 
carriage to their ne or ever ftop any perfon 
or perfons in the ftreet, to give any letter or note 
whatever; and that is has hued" with the faid 
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Mifs Gunning three years, and during th 
time, never was employed or defired by her to 
carry any letter or meflage in a clandeftine, or 
even fecret manner, to any perfon or perfons 
whatever. 


JOHN DEAN. 


Sworn before me, at the Public 
Office, Saint Martin’s Street, 
this 28th day of March, 
1791- 

EDWARD READ, 
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